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Childrenôs Day  

is recognized on various days in many places around the world,  

to honor children globally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was first proclaimed by the World Conference (Switzerland) for the Well-

being of Children in 1925.  

Then it was established universally in 1954 to protect children working long 

hours in dangerous circumstances and allow all children access to an 

education.   

The United Nations General Assembly recommended that all countries should 

establish a Universal Childrenôs Day on an ñappropriateò day. 



Universal Children's Day  

takes place annually on November 20th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was established to encourage all countries to institute a day, firstly to 

promote mutual exchange and understanding among children and secondly to 

initiate action to benefit and promote the welfare of the world's children. 

This day is observed to promote the objectives outlined in The Charter and for 

the welfare of children.  

On November 20th, 1959 the United Nations adopted The Declaration of the 

Rights of the Child.  

The United Nations adopted The Convention on the Rights of the Child on 

November 20th, 1989. 



Childrenôs Day  

is usually marked with speeches on childrenôs rights and wellbeing, and other 

events involving or dedicated to children. 



JANUARY On the second Saturday in 

January, THAILAND celebrate 

their National Childrenôs Day. 

Children are looked on as 

valuable resources of the nation 

and are encouraged to take part 

in the celebrations. It is usually a 

custom each year for the Prime 

Minster to give Childrenôs Day a 

theme. Also, to prepare 

themselves to be strong for their 

nation, children are taught to be 

disciplined, diligent and serious 

about their studies. They learn 

about keeping their country 

clean, respecting the natural 

environment and behaving in a 

worthy manner to promote 

prosperity for their country. 



Childrenôs Day is celebrated on the 

21st of March in TUNISIA when 

childrenôs rights are respected, it is 

remembered that children are the 

builders of the future and child-

centred events and activities are 

enjoyed. 

MARCH 

APRIL 

April 23rd is known officially as Children's 

Day in TURKEY when ceremonies and 

events throughout the country celebrate 

children. Schools are decorated and 

children wear special outfits. Also, during 

their annual international Children's Day 

Festival, children from different countries 

march through the streets of towns and 

cities in their national dress, performing 

native dances.  



MEXICO also celebrate Childrenôs Day (El 

Dia Del Niño) at the end of April. Parks, 

organizations and businesses arrange a 

large number of special events for 

children. Churches too hold various 

events for children, wherein volunteers 

engage in mission work and services for 

the welfare of the kids. For 

kindergarten/elementary school kids, it is 

yet another day without studies. Regular 

classes are replaced by big parties that 

include food, candies, piñatas and rides. 

Various traditional games are also played, 

ñPin the Tail on the Donkeyò being the 

most common of all. A common culture 

followed in Mexico on Childrenôs Day is 

the singing of a song while enjoying a 

chocolate drink at breakfast. The 

chocolate drink is stirred with a molinillo 

by rolling it between the palms of the 

hands. The kids sing the song while 

stirring the drink. 



Childrenôs Day is a JAPANESE national 

holiday which takes place annually on 

May 5th. It is a day set aside to respect 

childrenôs personalities and to celebrate 

their happiness. It was designated a 

national holiday by the Japanese 

government in 1948. 

Before this day, families raise the carp-

shaped koinobori flags (carp because of 

the Chinese legend that a carp that 

swims upstream becomes a dragon, and 

the way the flags blow in the wind looks 

like they are swimming), one for each 

child, display a KintarǾ doll usually riding 

on a large carp, and the traditional 

Japanese military helmet, kabuto - 

symbols of a strong and healthy child. 

Mochi rice cakes wrapped in kashiwa 

(oak) leaves and chimaki  (a kind of 

"sweet rice paste", wrapped in an iris or 

bamboo leaf) are traditionally served on 

this day. 

MAY 



SOUTH KOREAN childrenôs day falls on May 5th each year.  

Children are dressed in traditional costumes, have a day off school and receive 

gifts from their parents.  

On this day Korean people acknowledge the importance of children, regardless 

of sex. ñWe are all important, even though many families still want a son, 

because a son must look after his parents when they get old.ò At many 

gatherings, such as parties and picnics, children sing a special song dedicated to 

Children's Day. It is celebrated throughout the country with parades and special 

events, such as pageants and martial arts demonstrations. Children run around 

excitedly and it's a very happy day. "Many children are very spoiled on this day 

and can get nearly anything they want, especially nice food, balloons, new toys, 

and ice cream."  



The SPANISH also celebrate children in May, usually the second Sunday of the 

month.  


