around the world

Children’s Day
is recognized on various days in many places around the world,
to honor children globally.

It was first proclaimed by the World Conference (Switzerland) for the Wellbeing of Children in 1925.
Then it was established universally in 1954 to protect children working long
hours in dangerous circumstances and allow all children access to an
education.
The United Nations General Assembly recommended that all countries should
establish a Universal Children’s Day on an “appropriate” day.

Universal Children's Day
takes place annually on November 20th.

It was established to encourage all countries to institute a day, firstly to
promote mutual exchange and understanding among children and secondly to
initiate action to benefit and promote the welfare of the world's children.
This day is observed to promote the objectives outlined in The Charter and for
the welfare of children.
On November 20th, 1959 the United Nations adopted The Declaration of the
Rights of the Child.
The United Nations adopted The Convention on the Rights of the Child on
November 20th, 1989.

Children’s Day
is usually marked with speeches on children’s rights and wellbeing, and other
events involving or dedicated to children.

On the second Saturday in
January, THAILAND celebrate
their National Children’s Day.
Children are looked on as
valuable resources of the nation
and are encouraged to take part
in the celebrations. It is usually a
custom each year for the Prime
Minster to give Children’s Day a
theme.
Also,
to
prepare
themselves to be strong for their
nation, children are taught to be
disciplined, diligent and serious
about their studies. They learn
about keeping their country
clean, respecting the natural
environment and behaving in a
worthy manner to promote
prosperity for their country.

JANUARY

MARCH
Children’s Day is celebrated on the
21st of March in TUNISIA when
children’s rights are respected, it is
remembered that children are the
builders of the future and childcentred events and activities are
enjoyed.

APRIL
April 23rd is known officially as Children's
Day in TURKEY when ceremonies and
events throughout the country celebrate
children. Schools are decorated and
children wear special outfits. Also, during
their annual international Children's Day
Festival, children from different countries
march through the streets of towns and
cities in their national dress, performing
native dances.

MEXICO also celebrate Children’s Day (El
Dia Del Niño) at the end of April. Parks,
organizations and businesses arrange a
large number of special events for
children. Churches too hold various
events for children, wherein volunteers
engage in mission work and services for
the
welfare
of
the
kids.
For
kindergarten/elementary school kids, it is
yet another day without studies. Regular
classes are replaced by big parties that
include food, candies, piñatas and rides.
Various traditional games are also played,
“Pin the Tail on the Donkey” being the
most common of all. A common culture
followed in Mexico on Children’s Day is
the singing of a song while enjoying a
chocolate drink at breakfast. The
chocolate drink is stirred with a molinillo
by rolling it between the palms of the
hands. The kids sing the song while
stirring the drink.

MAY

Children’s Day is a JAPANESE national
holiday which takes place annually on
May 5th. It is a day set aside to respect
children’s personalities and to celebrate
their happiness. It was designated a
national holiday by the Japanese
government in 1948.
Before this day, families raise the carpshaped koinobori flags (carp because of
the Chinese legend that a carp that
swims upstream becomes a dragon, and
the way the flags blow in the wind looks
like they are swimming), one for each
child, display a Kintarō doll usually riding
on a large carp, and the traditional
Japanese military helmet, kabuto symbols of a strong and healthy child.
Mochi rice cakes wrapped in kashiwa
(oak) leaves and chimaki (a kind of
"sweet rice paste", wrapped in an iris or
bamboo leaf) are traditionally served on
this day.

SOUTH KOREAN children’s day falls on May 5th each year.
Children are dressed in traditional costumes, have a day off school and receive
gifts from their parents.
On this day Korean people acknowledge the importance of children, regardless
of sex. “We are all important, even though many families still want a son,
because a son must look after his parents when they get old.” At many
gatherings, such as parties and picnics, children sing a special song dedicated to
Children's Day. It is celebrated throughout the country with parades and special
events, such as pageants and martial arts demonstrations. Children run around
excitedly and it's a very happy day. "Many children are very spoiled on this day
and can get nearly anything they want, especially nice food, balloons, new toys,
and ice cream."

The SPANISH also celebrate children in May, usually the second Sunday of the
month.

JUNE

Children’s day is celebrated on
1st June every year in Russia,
Slovakia, Switzerland, the Czech
Republic, Romania, Hungary, etc. It
is usually marked with speeches on
children's rights and wellbeing, parties
and family activities dedicated to
children.

In CHINA, it is celebrated on June 1st as
International Children’s Day.
This occasion is considered equivalent to
Christmas in China. It is a time to enjoy, make
fun and merry as the Chinese consider
children to be the future custodians of the
country.
All entertainment places, such as cinemas,
parks, palaces and children museums are
opened for free for all kids on this day.
Different activities like camping trips and free
movies are organized for the students to enjoy
and make the most of the day.
Celebration parties are thrown by elementary
schools for young kids. These kids are
pampered and showered with several gifts by
their parents. They are even given ‘lucky’
money from family members and other family
friends.

In GERMANY Children’s Day is known
as "Kindertag" and is celebrated on
June 1st of every year. The holiday
began to be celebrated in the country
from 1950 (in the German Democratic
Republic), and from then on, it became
a yearly highlight for the German
children.

On
this
day,
German
children
traditionally receive congratulations and
presents from their parents. It is also the
time when they perform special
activities in school, such as field trips
and the like.
However, in many parts of the country,
Children’s Day is celebrated on
September 20th, the date on which the
day was first observed.

POLAND celebrates the International Children’s Day on June 1st. Children’s
Day is not a holiday in Poland, but as the occasion coincides with the
beginning of summer which is about the end of the school year in the
country, it is usually a holiday for children. It is a time when parents usually
buy small gifts for their children. The first week of June is a time of festivities
organized in parks and entertainment centers for children. Schools usually
organize special activities for children for the occasion.

JULY

In THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU (a small
island nation in the South Pacific Ocean
nearby Australia and New Guinea) July
24th is when Children's Day is celebrated.
Different activities are organized by schools,
churches, local governments of the provinces
and other local organizations. Speeches,
dances, songs, and other competitions are
held on this joyous festival. Marches are held
along with speeches and other activities
celebrating a child's right to express their
opinions. “Stop violence against children” and
“Give a child the chance to express his/her
opinion today” are the two main agendas.
Children are accompanied by their parents
on these activities. Kids are presented with
different gifts from their parents. They spend
the later part of the day with their parents.
The main motive of celebrating Children’s
Day in Vanuatu is to spend some quality time
amongst parents and children and work
towards sorting out their problems.

July 4th is national children’s day in COLOMBIA.
On this day schools organize various activities to celebrate, and there is a
tradition for children to wear clown masks.

AUGUST
In August, Children's Day is celebrated in URUGUAY when parents, aunts and
uncles give children presents. Children usually fly kites in squares.

SEPTEMBER

September 9th is when Children’s Day is
celebrated in COSTA RICA. The importance of
this day is to remark the respect and ensure the
rights of each persons under age 18.
It is a holiday for all children and teenagers in
Costa Rica. Schools from all over the country
celebrate that day with party.
But the main idea is to highlight the importance of
comprehensive and happy development of each
children as part of a society.

OCTOBER
In EL SALVADOR the celebration of the Children’s Day takes place on October 1st.

NOVEMBER
On November 20th festivals and activities for children are celebrated in EGYPT,
while FINLAND too, marks Children’s Day in November.

In SURINAME Universal Children’s Day is celebrated on November 20th.
In BANGLADESH this celebration the is
November 20th. The focus of Children’s
Day is to let the community know about
the importance of Child Rights. Though
Children’s Day is not considered as a
holiday in Bangladesh, the day is
celebrated by holding huge children
competitions and fashion shows to
spread awareness about Children’s Day
and children’s rights.

In INDIA, Children’s Day is celebrated on November 14th every year. This date
marks the birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first prime minister of
independent India. Nehru was very fond of children and so, to honor him and
acknowledge his lifelong passion and work for children, Children’s day is
celebrated on the 14th of every November. Children’s Day is an occasion of great
joy for Indian children. On the occasion, children of India usually get gifts and
congratulations from their parents. Many schools allow students to attend their
classes in coloured dresses. Special programmes are held by the children
themselves and the principles hand over a rose to every child. Many schools hold
activities such as camping trips or free movies on Children’s Day to allow
students to have fun.

In CANADA, Children’s Day is better known as “National Child Day” and is held
on November 20th each year. It is also known as the Child Day Act, for the day
began to be celebrated in the country when the Parliament of Canada passed the
"Child Day Act" in 1993 to fulfill Canada’s commitment to the United Nations
General Assembly’s recommendation to observe a Universal Children's Day.
National Child Day is not a holiday in Canada.

Throughout the world children are celebrated in different ways, either with
their own special National or International Day or as some countries who do
not have a specific date for the celebration will say:
every day is Children’s Day.
To see the real objective of celebrating Children’s Day fulfilled,
the rights of the child should be observed every day of the year, all
around the world.

Universal Children’s Day
is not simply a day to celebrate children for who they are, but to bring
awareness to children around the globe that there is also a lot of violence in
forms of abuse, exploitation and discrimination.

Children in many places in the world would cherish a
cold bottle of water or a hot cup of soup or even a piece
of stale bread.

Some have never seen a piece of cake or a candy bar.

Some have never received a present in their short lives.

In fact some have never eaten a complete meal in their
lifetime and may even die before they have a chance.
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