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FEASTING EUROPEFEASTING EUROPE



EUROPEAN CALENDAREUROPEAN CALENDAR

FEASTING EUROPE AROUND THE YEARFEASTING EUROPE AROUND THE YEAR



The purpose of the calendar is to reckon past or future The purpose of the calendar is to reckon past or future 
time, to show how many days until a certain event takes time, to show how many days until a certain event takes 
place place -- the harvest or a religious festival the harvest or a religious festival -- or how long or how long 
since something important happened. since something important happened. 

The earliest calendars must have been strongly The earliest calendars must have been strongly 
influenced by the geographical location of the people influenced by the geographical location of the people 
who made them. In colder countries, the concept of the who made them. In colder countries, the concept of the 
year was determined by the seasons, specifically by the year was determined by the seasons, specifically by the 
end of winter. But in warmer countries, where the end of winter. But in warmer countries, where the 
seasons are less pronounced, the Moon became the basic seasons are less pronounced, the Moon became the basic 
unit for time reckoning; an old Jewish book says that unit for time reckoning; an old Jewish book says that 
““the Moon was created for the counting of the days.the Moon was created for the counting of the days.””

Most of the oldest calendars were lunar calendars, based Most of the oldest calendars were lunar calendars, based 
on the time interval from one new moon to the next on the time interval from one new moon to the next -- a a 
soso--called lunation. But even in a warm climate there are called lunation. But even in a warm climate there are 
annual events that pay no attention to the phases of the annual events that pay no attention to the phases of the 
Moon. In some areas it was a rainy season; in Egypt it Moon. In some areas it was a rainy season; in Egypt it 
was the annual flooding of the Nile River. The calendar was the annual flooding of the Nile River. The calendar 
had to account for these yearly events as well.had to account for these yearly events as well.



WE,
EUROPEANS,
live in a world of holidays and live in a world of holidays and 
festivals, carnivals and fiestas, public festivals, carnivals and fiestas, public 
holidays, bank holidays, national holidays, bank holidays, national 
holidays, and celebration days. holidays, and celebration days. 



JANUARIUS JANUARIUS ((January) was named after January) was named after JanusJanus, a , a 
skysky--god who was ancient even at the time of god who was ancient even at the time of 
Rome's founding. Ovid quoted Rome's founding. Ovid quoted JanusJanus as saying as saying 
""The ancients called me chaos, for a being from of The ancients called me chaos, for a being from of 
old am Iold am I““. After describing the world's creation, . After describing the world's creation, 
he again quoted he again quoted JanusJanus: ": "It was then that I, till It was then that I, till 
that time a mere ball, a shapeless lump, assumed that time a mere ball, a shapeless lump, assumed 
the face and members of a godthe face and members of a god." ." NumaNuma, Rome's , Rome's 
second king, honored second king, honored JanusJanus by founding a by founding a 
temple for him.  temple for him.  
JanusJanus was originally pictured as a fourwas originally pictured as a four--faced faced 
being but by the time January was created, he being but by the time January was created, he 
was usually shown as having two faces and was was usually shown as having two faces and was 
thought of as the god of beginnings.  Plutarch thought of as the god of beginnings.  Plutarch 
said it was said it was NumaNuma who added this month to the who added this month to the 
Roman calendar. Roman calendar. 

1st - New Year’s Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

6th - Epiphany

1st - New Year’s Day
6th - Jesus Christ’s Baptism

24th - Union Day (Union of the Romanian Principalities)

1st - New Year’s Day
1st - St. Vasilis / Vasilopita
6th - Epiphany’s Day
30th - Three Hierarchs’ Day

1st – The first day of the New Year



JANUARY and FEBRUARY were both created in the 
eighth century B.C., shortly after the time of Rome's 
founding. They were added to a calendar that had 
been divided into ten month-like periods whose 
lengths varied from 20 to 35 or more days. Those 
lengths are believed to have been intended to reflect 
growth stages of crops and cattle. The winter season 
was not included. 
When introduced, Januarius was given 29 days and 
put at the beginning of the calendar year. Februarius
was given 23 days and put at the end. Then, for an 
undetermined period shortly after Rome's founding, 
months were said to have begun when a new moon 
was first sighted. At some later time, month lengths 
were separated from lunations and again became 
fixed. At that time, February's original length was 
extended by five days to give it a total of 28.  February 
became the year's second month in 452 B.C., when the 
Decemvirs moved it from its original position as the 
last month. According to Ovid's FastiFasti, February had 29 
days during common years in the original Julian 
Calendar. 

Tsiknopempti/Carnival
Apokries (Carnival)
19th - Shrove Monday

14th - St. Valentine’s Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)
Carnival (Catanzaro/Tortona)

25th - Lover’s Day

14th - St. Valentine’s Day



MARTIUS (March) was named after 
planet-god Mars and was originally the 
first month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. Mars was the Roman god of 
war, identified with the Greek Ares. As 
a god, Romans ranked Mars second 
only to Jupiter. A Roman legend had it 
that Mars was the father of Romulus 
and Remus, founders of the city of 
Rome. After January was added to the 
calendar, March alternated with it 
several times in being the year's first 
month.

25th - Greek Revolution
25th - Lady Day (Annunciation Day)

1st  - Mărţişor
8th - Women’s Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

19th - Dad’s Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

8th - Woman’s Day & Mother’s Day
25th - Holy Annunciation

8th - Woman’s Day 
27th -Theatre Day



When writing about APRIL, Ovid said, "I have 
come to the fourth month, full of honor for you; 
Venus, you know both the poet and the month 
are yours.“ Someone later pointed out that 
"April was sacred to Venus, and her festival –
the Festum Veneris and Fortuna Virilis –
occurred on the first day of this month." 
Apparently Aprilis stems from aphrilis, 
corrupted from Aphrodite, a Greek name for 
Venus. Some oppose this, believing the 
month's name may have originated from that 
of a sky-god named Aper or Aprus.

1st  - All Fool’s Day
8th - Easter

23rd - St. George

8th - Easter (Catanzaro/Tortona)
25th - Liberation Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

1st - April Fool’s Day
8th - Easter

23rd - St. George

1st - Fool’s Day

23rd - Natıonal  Sovereignty/ Children’s Day



MAIUS (May) was originally the 
third month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 
Plutarch said it was "called Maius, 
from Maia, the mother of Mercury, to 
whom it is sacred..."

1st - Labour Day & Spring Day 
2nd Sun. - Mother’s Day

28th - Holy Spirit/Pentecost

1st - Labour Day
2nd Sun. - Mom’s Day
22nd - St. Rita (C)
28th - Withsun (Pentecost)

1st - Labour Day

1st - Worker’s Day
1st Sun. - Mother’s Day
19th - Youth Festival



JUNIUS (June) was originally the 
fourth month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 

Plutarch said the month's name 
was "so called from Juno; some, 
however, derive them from the two 
ages, old and young, majores being 
their name for older, and juniores
for younger men."

1st - Children’s Day
24th - Midsummer Night

26th - Flag Day

2nd - Republic Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

2nd Sun. - Father’s Day



JULY was originally named 
Quintilis and was the fifth month 
of an ancient Latin calendar. It was 
later renamed in honor of Julius 
Caesar. 

20th - St. Elijah

20th - Profitis Elias 

16th - St. Vitaliano (Catanzaro) 



AUGUST was originally named 
Sextilis as the sixth month of an 
ancient Latin calendar. Over four 
hundred years after it became the 
eighth month it was renamed in 
honor of Augustus Caesar 
(Octavian).

15th - Navy day

15th - St. Mary

30th - Victory Day

15th - Mary (Mother of Jesus)

15th - Assumption 



SRPTEMBRIS was originally the 
seventh month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 
(Septem is the Latin word for 
seven.)



OCTOBRIS was originally the 
eighth month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 

(Oct is the Latin word for eight.)

25th - Army Day

12th - 14th – The festival of fast-breaking   
(Ramadan Bairami)

29th - Republic Day

31st - Halloween (Catanzaro/Tortona)

13th - Macedonian Warfare
26th - St. Demetrios
27th - Flag Day 
28th - “No” Day



NOVEMBRIS was originally the 
ninth month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 

(Novem is the Latin word for nine.)

17th - Technical University’s
25th - The Resistance

10th - Remembrance Day  for Atatürk
24th -Teacher’s Day

1st - All Saints’ Day (Catanzaro/Tortona)

2nd - All Souls’ Day (Catanzaro)

30th - St. Andrew



DECEMBRIS was originally the 
tenth month of an ancient Latin 
calendar. 
In Latin decem means "ten". 
December was also the tenth month 
in the Roman calendar until a 
month less winter period was 
divided between January and 
February.

1st - National Day
6th - St. Nicolas

25th - Christmas

20th - 23rd - The feast of Sacrifice 
(Kurban Bayrami)

31st - New Year’s Eve

25th - Christmas

8th - Immaculate Conception  (Catanzaro)

24th - Christmas Eve (Catanzaro)

25th - Christmas (Catanzaro/Tortona)

26th - St. Stephen’s Day (Catanzaro)

31st - St. Silvester’s Day (Catanzaro)



Now,Now, WEWE

can celebrate everyday as can celebrate everyday as 
almost EVERYDAY is a almost EVERYDAY is a 
HOLIDAY!HOLIDAY!

Somewhere in Europe, someone Somewhere in Europe, someone 
is celebrating right now.is celebrating right now.

Our world is filled with Our world is filled with 
traditional celebrations and traditional celebrations and 
powerful memories. powerful memories. 



Holidays can be either Holidays can be either religiousreligious, in which case they , in which case they 
reflect the dominant reflect the dominant religionreligion in a country, or in a country, or 
secularsecular, in which case they are usually , in which case they are usually politicalpolitical or or 
historicalhistorical in inspiration. in inspiration. 

A national holiday is a A national holiday is a statutorystatutory holidayholiday enacted enacted 
by a by a countrycountry to commemorate the country itself. It to commemorate the country itself. It 
is usually the anniversary of the country's is usually the anniversary of the country's 
independenceindependence, the signature of its , the signature of its constitutionconstitution, or , or 
other significant event, though this is not always other significant event, though this is not always 
the case; in some cases it is the saint's day of the the case; in some cases it is the saint's day of the 
country's country's patron saintpatron saint. Many countries also use the . Many countries also use the 
term "term "National holidayNational holiday" to refer to a generic " to refer to a generic public public 
holidayholiday..



The term The term holidayholiday means all the festivities both means all the festivities both 
national and religious that are connected with a day national and religious that are connected with a day 
of rest. Holidays can remember dates of exact events of rest. Holidays can remember dates of exact events 
(e.g. Christmas and the 1(e.g. Christmas and the 1stst of May) and they are of May) and they are 
named named fixedfixed..

Other holidays, that can change the celebration's day Other holidays, that can change the celebration's day 
because of astronomic, climatic or working reasons, because of astronomic, climatic or working reasons, 
are named are named movablemovable (e.g. Easter). (e.g. Easter). 

There are also There are also regionalregional or or civiccivic holidays (e.g. feasts in holidays (e.g. feasts in 
honour of the patron saint of a town).honour of the patron saint of a town).

Tortona



The main holidays and festivals in Europe may be divided into twThe main holidays and festivals in Europe may be divided into two major o major 
categories: festivals associated with the traditional categories: festivals associated with the traditional calendarcalendar whereas whereas 
official holidays are celebrated according to the official holidays are celebrated according to the western calendarwestern calendar. The . The 
public festivals developed from the customs of European countriepublic festivals developed from the customs of European countries' past, s' past, 
and to the celebrants, these occasions are a time for recalling and to the celebrants, these occasions are a time for recalling one's one's 
cultural origins and remembering the wisdom of early ages.cultural origins and remembering the wisdom of early ages.

Official commemorative holidays are primarily based on the achieOfficial commemorative holidays are primarily based on the achievements vements 
of the people and are celebrated to remember events important toof the people and are celebrated to remember events important to the the 
development of the nation. These occasions include the Founding development of the nation. These occasions include the Founding Day of Day of 
the Republics, Women's Day; Youth Day, Children's Day, Armed Forthe Republics, Women's Day; Youth Day, Children's Day, Armed Forces ces 
Day, Teachers' Day.Day, Teachers' Day.

Both traditional festivals and commemorative holidays and FestivBoth traditional festivals and commemorative holidays and Festivals in als in 
Europe are celebrated not only in a style unique to countries, bEurope are celebrated not only in a style unique to countries, but more ut more 
importantly, in a way that both exhibits the significance of eacimportantly, in a way that both exhibits the significance of each occasion h occasion 
and fosters the hope of peace on earth.and fosters the hope of peace on earth.



PUBLIC / SECULAR  HOLIDAYSPUBLIC / SECULAR  HOLIDAYS



• NEW YEAR’S EVE• NATIONAL DAY 
• NEW YEAR’S EVE

DECEMBERDECEMBER

• REMEMBRANCE DAY 
FOR ATATÜRK

• TEACHER’S DAY

• TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY’S 
• THE RESISTANCE

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

• REPUBLIC DAY• ARMY DAY• HALLOWEEN• HALLOWEEN• MACEDONIAN WARFARE
• FLAG DAY
• “NO” DAY

OCTOBEROCTOBER

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER

•VICTORY DAY• NAVY DAYAUGUSTAUGUST

JULYJULY

• FATHERS’ DAY (2nd Sun.)• CHILDREN’S DAY
• FLAG DAY 

• REPUBLIC DAY • REPUBLIC DAY JUNEJUNE

• WORKER’S DAY
• MOTHER’S DAY (1st Sun.)
• YOUTH FESTIVAL

• LABOUR DAY• LABOUR DAY
• MOM’’S DAY

• LABOUR DAY
• MOM’S SAY

• LABOUR DAY & SPRING 
DAY

• MOTHER’S DAY (2nd Sun.)

MAYMAY

• FOOL’S DAY
• NATIONAL  
SOVEREIGNTY  & 
CHILDREN’S DAY

• APRIL FOOL’S DAY• LIBERATION DAY• LIBERATION DAY• ALL FOOL’S DAYAPRILAPRIL

• WOMAN’S DAY
• THEATRE DAY

• MĂRŢIŞOR
• WOMAN’S DAY  &  
MOTHER’S  DAY

• WOMEN’S DAY
• DAD’S DAY

• WOMEN’S DAY
• DAD’S DAY

• GREEK REVOLUTIONMARCHMARCH

• VALENTINE’S DAY• LOVERS’ DAY• ST. VALENTINE DAY
• CARNIVAL

• ST. VALENTINE’S DAY
• CARNIVAL

• TSIKNOPEMPTI
• APOKRIES (CARNIVAL)

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

• THE FIRST DAY OF NEW 
YEAR

• NEW YEAR’S DAY
• UNION DAY

• NEW YEAR’SDAY• NEW YEAR’S DAY• NEW YEAR’S DAYJANUARY JANUARY 

TortonaCatanzaroMONTHS OF MONTHS OF 
THE YEARTHE YEAR



JANUARYJANUARY





New Year's Day is the first day of the 
year in the Gregorian calendar, falling 
exactly one week after Christmas Day 
of the previous year. In modern times, 
it is January 1st. In our country, it is a 
holiday. This day is traditionally a 
religious feast, but since the 1900s, 
has become an occasion for 
celebration the night of December 31st, 
called New Year's Eve.
There are often fireworks at midnight.
Depending on the country, individuals 
may be allowed to burn fireworks, even 
if it is forbidden the rest of the year.

Catanzaro
NEW YEARNEW YEAR’’S DAYS DAY



New Year's Day is the first 
day of the year, in the 
Gregorian calendar, falling 
exactly one week after 
Christmas Day. of the 
previous year. In modern 
times, it is January 1. In most 
countries, it is a holiday. It is a 
holy day to many of those 
who still use the Julian 
calendar, which includes 
followers of some of the 
Eastern Orthodox churches, 
and is celebrated on January 
14th of the Gregorian calendar 
due to differences between 
the two calendars.

Tortona



Parties are thrown on New Year's Eve 
which last until the early hours of New 
Year's Day. It is traditional to greet the 
New Year at midnight and then 
celebrate at least the first few minutes 
in the company of friends and family. 
There are almost always fireworks at 
midnight. 

Many people make New Year 
resolutions....a list of decisions about 
how they will live during the coming 
year, which may or may not be kept. 

NEW YEARNEW YEAR’’S DAYS DAY



FIRST DAY FIRST DAY 
OF OF 

THE NEW YEARTHE NEW YEAR

This is a public holiday. 
Everybody gets up late. 
People anticipate that the 
New Year would be 
different. But when they 
get up, they see nothing 
has changed. 
And what people in Turkey 
like most about New Year 
is that 1st January is a 
public holiday.



The modern state of Romania was 
formed by the merging of the Danubian
Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia
in 1859. The union of Moldavia with 
Wallachia took place under the scepter of 
Alexandru Ioan Cuza (1859-1866), on 
January 24th, 1859. He took steps for 
unifying the army and the administration, 
secularized the monasteries’ wealth, and 
promulgated several laws that had the 
same unifying role. The young state 
gained international recognition under the 
name of Romania. 

UNION DAYUNION DAY



FEBRUARYFEBRUARY





SAINT VALENTINESAINT VALENTINE’’S DAYS DAY

It is on February 14th. It is 
the traditional day on which 
lovers express their love 
for each other; sending 
Valentine's cards or candy. 
It is very common to give
flowers especially roses. 
The holiday is named after 
two men, both Christian
martyrs named Valentine.

Catanzaro



Saint Valentine's Day or Valentine's 
Day is on February 14th. It is the 
traditional day on which lovers 
express their love for each other; 
sending Valentine's cards or candy. It 
is very common to present flowers on 
Valentine's Day. The holiday is 
named after two men, both Christian 
martyrs among the numerous Early 
Christian martyrs named Valentine. 
The day became associated with 
romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey 
Chaucer in High Middle Ages, when 
the tradition of courtly love flourished.

Tortona



Valentine’s Day is one of the 
special days which are 
celebrated all over the world. On 
this day, couples who are in love 
with each other show their 
fidelity and love by giving some 
special presents such as 
chocolate, flowers or a ticket to 
Hawaii for a vocation. In my 
country, this day is usually 
celebrated by young couples on 
February 14th.These couples 
spend the whole day with each 
other. During the day, they go to 
an amusement park or cinema 
and have dinner together. At the 
end of the day, they give each 
other gifts, especially red roses, 
because a red rose has special 
meaning for love.

VALENTINEVALENTINE’’S DAYS DAY



(the second Tuesday(the second Tuesday--Thursday)Thursday)

CARNIVALCARNIVAL

Carnival is an annual Christian festival 
season. It occurs immediately before 
Lent; the main events are usually 
during February or March. It typically 
involves a public celebration or parade 
combining some elements of a circus 
and public street party. People often 
dress up or masquerade during the 
celebrations. They eat a lot of fat meat 
(pork) and special sweets. The origin of 
the celebration is pagan. In fact people 
joined together eating,dancing for days. 
They had to relax after a period of hard 
working and before starting a new hard 
working one. In Italy the  most famous 
Carnival Festivals are held in Venice, 
Viareggio, Castrovillari. The last one is 
just close to Catanzaro. 

Catanzaro



February is the month 
dedicated to carnival and in 
Italy colorful masks and 
parades of floats animate 
the streets and the squares. 
The festivals of Venice and 
Viareggio are particularly 
famous. 

Tortona





Each year on February 24th the 
Romanians celebrate “Dragobete”, 
a custom dating back from Ancient 
times. Equivalent of Saint 
Valentine's Day, Dragobete, the 
Romanian lovers' day, is still 
celebrated in several villages in 
northern and western parts of 
Romania. A mythological entity 
resembling Eros, (Dragobete) is 
also known under the name of 
Dragomir.

LOVERSLOVERS’’ DAYDAY



MARCHMARCH



The tradition of the “mărţişor” is inherited from our 
ancestors, the Romans. The word “mărţişor” is of 
Latin origin (martius) and represents the old name 
of the month of March. The custom is popular all 
over the country and starts on March 1st with the 
first “old woman”,  Mother Carey. There are nine 
“old women” one for each day between March 1st

and 9th. People choose a day and,  it is told, that 
the entire year will be like the chosen day. At the 
beginning, the “mărţişor” was a golden or silver 
coin, tied with a red and white thread, and the 
children wore it round the neck. The girls were 
wearing the “mărţişoare” until the rose 
blossomed when they took them out and tied 
them to a tree. The money was used to buy 
cheese, so that their face would be white and 
beautiful all summer. We offer “mărţişoare” to the 
people we cherish, especially the girls.

MMĂĂRRŢŢIIŞŞOROR



Women's Day is marked on 8th 
March each year. It is a major day 
of global celebration for the 
economic, political and social 
achievements of women.
Started as a political event, the 
holiday blended in the culture of 
many countries. In some 
celebrations, the day lost its 
political flavour, and became 
simply an occasion for men to 
express their sympathy and love 
to the women around them.
The symbol of this day is the 
MIMOSA.

WOMENWOMEN’’S DAYS DAY
Catanzaro



Women's Day is marked on 
8th March every year. It is a 
major day of global celebration 
for the economic, political and 
social achievements of 
women. 

It commemorates the Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire (New 
York, 1911), where over 140 
women lost their lives. The 
idea of having an international 
women's day was first put 
forward at the turn of the 20th 
century amid rapid world 
industrialization and economic 
expansion that led to protests 
over working conditions. 

In Italy, to celebrate the day, 
men give yellow mimosas to 
women.

Tortona



DADDAD’’S DAYS DAY
On 19th of March we celebrate Dad’s day 
to express Love to our fathers. This day 
remember also Joseph "of the House of 
David“ (also Saint Joseph, Joseph the 
Man, Joseph of Nazareth, and Joseph the 
Worker) was, according to Christian 
Gospel accounts and tradition, the 
husband of Mary and the legal father of 
Jesus of Nazareth, although most 
Christian faith traditions hold that Joseph
did not physically beget Jesus, but that 
Mary had 
conceived him through divine means.  
Little else is known of Joseph except that 
he was apparently a skilled craftsman 
(often held to have been a carpenter) and 
for many years lived in the town of 
Nazareth.

Catanzaro



Father's Day is a primarily 
secular holiday inaugurated in 
the early 20th century to 
complement Mother's Day in 
celebrating fatherhood and 
parenting by males, and to 
honor and commemorate 
fathers and forefathers. And 
typically involves gift-giving to 
fathers and family-oriented 
activities.

Schools and other children's 
programs commonly have 
activities to make Father's Day 
gifts.

Father's Day is celebrated on a 
variety of dates worldwide. In 
the Roman Catholic tradition, 
Father's Day is celebrated on 
Saint Joseph's Day, 19th March.

Tortona



Women's Day is an occasion marked by women's 
groups around the world. This date is also 
commemorated at the United Nations and is 
designated in many countries as a national holiday. 
When women on all continents, often divided by 
national boundaries and by ethnic, linguistic, 
cultural, economic and political differences, come 
together to celebrate their day, they can look back 
to a tradition that represents at least nine decades 
of struggle for equality, justice, peace and 
development.
International Women's Day is the story of ordinary 
women as makers of history; it is rooted in the 
centuries-old struggle of women to participate in 
society on an equal footing with men.
In Romania, March 8th is mostly celebrated as the 
Mother’s Day.  On this day all mothers get small 
presents and lots of flowers. It is also a tradition 
that girls get presents and flowers.

WOMANWOMAN’’S DAY &S DAY &
MOTHERMOTHER’’S DAYS DAY



WOMENWOMEN’’S DAYS DAY

The idea of having an international 
women’s day was first put forward at the 
turn of the 20th century during world 
industrialization and economic expansion 
that led to protests over working 
conditions. Women from clothing and 
textile factories staged one such protest 
on 8th March 1857 in New York City. The 
garment workers were protesting what 
they saw as very poor working conditions 
and low wages. Among other relevant 
historic events, it commemorates the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire (New 
York, 1911), were over 140 women lost 
their lives. This day holds a lot of 
significance. One can see a lot of 
celebrations going on this day. This 
portrays the power of women in the 
modern era and how vital their role is in 
the society. Today many events are held 
by women’s groups around the world. 
This day is observed by men giving the 
women in their lives - mothers, wives, 
girlfriends, sisters, colleagues etc. 
flowers and small gifts. In some countries 
it is also observed as an equivalent of 
mother’s day, where children also give 
small presents to their mothers and 
grandmothers.



Every day should be considered a 
World Theatre Day, because throughout 
the last 20th centuries, the flame of 
theatre has always burned steadily in 
some corner of world.
The theatre moves, illuminates, 
disquiets, disturbs, lifts the spirit, 
reveals, provokes and violates 
conventions. It is a conversation shared 
with society. Theatre is the first art to 
confront emptiness, shadows and 
silence to make words, movement, 
lights and life surge forth.
Theatre is a living creature that destroys 
itself as it is created, but always arises 
from the ashes. It is a magic 
communication in which all people give 
and receive something that transforms 
them.
Long live the officiating participants in 
the rite of theatre! Long live the theatre!    
(27th March)

THEATRE DAYTHEATRE DAY





APRILAPRIL





Also known as Fool’s Day, April 1st is beside June 1st one 
of the children’s favorite days. They try to fool their 
teachers, parents and colleagues. For those with a high 
sense of humor, April 1st is a good opportunity to play 
tricks and have fun.  For those with many  “enemies” or  
tricksters as friends, this may not be a good day to leave 
the house. 
One of the hypothesis regarding the origin of April’s Fool 
Day is connected to Noah who seems to have sent the 
dove to search for dry land in the wrong direction when 
the water withdrew on April 1st.
The other one,  states that the origin of the Day has to 

do with the change in the Gregorian calendar. Some 
people found it difficult to adjust to celebrating the new 
year on January 1st and because they continued to 
celebrate the New Year on April 1st, they were called 
“April fools”. 
Tradition says that the tricks must be done before noon 
otherwise the doer will have bad luck. Also, people 
should not get married on April 1st: the man that does so 
will be henpecked for the rest of his life…. 

FOOLFOOL’’S  DAYS  DAY



1st of April is a day on which we all 
make different jokes and enjoy 
ourselves. One day, you begin your 
daily life as usual. But there seems 
to be something odd, and then it 
comes to the big surprise, April 1 st! 
Surely; each of us must have faced 
to such an event in our life so far. 
For example; if you are a student, it 
is always a big pleasure preparing 
an unexpected joke for your 
teacher, such as plastering the 
black board with soap or putting 
some adhesive on teacher’s chair.. 
Laughing and making joke may be 
enjoying, but you should be careful. 
On the other hand, you may be the 
joked one. Perhaps you could be 
the part of an April first joke without 
being aware of it, why not?..

FOOLFOOL’’S DAYS DAY



NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY 
AND AND 

CHILDRENCHILDREN’’S DAYS DAY

This national day in Turkey is a unique 
event. The Turkish Grand National 
Assembly opened on April 23rd, 1920. 
The founder of the Turkish Republic, 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, dedicated April 
23rd to the children of the country to 
emphasize that they are the future of 
the new nation. Every year, the children 
in Turkey celebrate this “Sovereignty 
and Children’s Day” as a national 
holiday. Schools participate in week-
long ceremonies marked by 
performances in large stadiums 
watched by the entire nation.
The importance of April 23rd as a 
special day of children has been 
recognized by the international 
community, UNICEF and they decided 
to celebrate this important day as the 
International Children’s Day every year. 
During the festival, foreign children 
come to Turkey and are housed in 
Turkish homes. This results in a truly 
International Assembly where children 
pledge their commitment to international 
PEACE and BROTHERHOOD.



Liberazione is the Italian word for 
liberation, and it refers to the War 
of Liberation that occurred in Italy 
during World War II, also known 
as the War of Resistance. 
April 25th is an annual public 
holiday in Italy on the anniversary 
of the 1945 liberation.

LIBERATION DAYLIBERATION DAY
Catanzaro



April 25th is an annual 
public holiday in Italy
on the anniversary of 
the 1945 liberation 
from the fascist 
regime.

The War of Liberation
that occurred in Italy
during World War II is 
also known as the 
War of Resistance.

Tortona



MAYMAY





LABOUR DAYLABOUR DAY

Labour Day – 1st May, is an 
annual holiday celebrated 
all over the world that 
resulted from efforts of the
labour union movement, to 
celebrate the economic
and social achievements of 
workers.
The celebration of Labour 
Day has its origins in the
eight hour day movement, 
which advocated eight 
hours for work, eight hours 
for recreation, and eight 
hours for rest.

Catanzaro



The workers’ day is 
celebrate on the 1st May in 
order to remember the 
engagement of the trade 
union movement. More 
over this festivity is in  
memory of the workers’
fights for the right of the 8 
hour working day. In our 
country it’s celebrate with a 
series of meetings and 
trade union manifestations. 
Since 15 years a rock 
concert takes place in 
Rome in Piazza S. 
Giovanni, and it’s very 
successful event.

Tortona



In 1889 The Congress of the 
Internationale Socialism  declared the 
1st of May as the International Labor 
Day, in the memory of the victims of 
the Chicago strike. In time, May Day 
has become a celebration of labor in 
almost all the countries.  
In Romania, this day was celebrated 
for the first time in 1890. After the 
events of the year 1989, the 
propagandistic importance of this day 
diminished but people still enjoy it. 
They celebrate May Day in the open, 
at pick-nicks, at the seaside or in the 
mountains. 

LABOUR DAYLABOUR DAY



1st May is - unity, struggle, 
and solidarity day of 
workers. At Trade  Unions 
congress workers  met in   
Chicago in 1884 - started 
from 1st May 1886.Normal 
work day must be fix 8 
hours and all worker       
organizations must be 
ready for that decision. The 
strike had been bloody 
clash in 1886 and after very 
strong struggle, solidarity 
days were accepted. This 
day is celebrated in the 
meeting areas as worker’s 
festival. 1st May was for the 
first time celebrated in 1906 
in our country. 1st May has 
been a spring festival since 
1935.

WORKERWORKER’’S DAYS DAY





MOMMOM’’S DAYS DAY
(2(2ndnd Sunday)Sunday)

Mother's Day is a holiday 
honouring mothers, celebrated (on 
various days) in many places 
around the world. 
Mothers often receive gifts on this 
day. It is a special celebration. So 
children at school, prepare a lot of 
cards,drawings,poems and also 
little potteries for their mothers.

Catanzaro



Mother's Day is a 
holiday honoring 
mothers, celebrated 
(on various days) in 
many places around 
the world. Mothers 
often receive gifts
on this day.
Different countries 
celebrate Mother's 
Day on various days 
of the year because 
the day has a 
number of different 
origins.

Tortona



MOTHERMOTHER’’S DAYS DAY
(1(1stst Sunday)Sunday)

Every year in May’s first 
Sunday, Mother’s Day is 
celebrated worldwide. This 
day was presented to our 
mothers. It was originated 
in the USA. When an 
American girl’s mother died, 
she declared that every 
year this day would be 
celebrated as Mother’s Day. 
So from that time, people 
have been celebrating this 
day and children give 
special presents or just only 
a kiss to their mothers. It’s a 
way of showing their love 
and gratefulness to their 
mothers.



YOUTH FESTYOUTH FESTİİVALVAL

On 19th May 1919, our leader 
Atatürk arrived at Samsun to 
start the Turkish War of 
Independence. Because years 
ago at this time our country 
was in such a bad condition 
that someone had to do 
something. In the war, a lot of 
people died, but they 
eventually achieved their 
purpose. Atatürk dedicated 
19th May to the young. Since 
then, we’ve celebrated 19th

May as ”Commemoration of 
Atatürk, Youth and Sport 
Festival”. It’s one of our 
national festivals. On that day 
a special ceremony is 
prepared by young people.



JUNEJUNE



CHILDRENCHILDREN’’S DAYS DAY

Children's Day is celebrated in numerous 
countries on June 1st each year.
It had its origin in the World Conference for the 
Wellbeing of Children in Geneva, Switzerland, in 
1925. It is not clear as to why June 1st was chosen: 
one theory has it that the Chinese consul-general 
in San Francisco (USA) gathered a number of 
Chinese orphans to celebrate the Dragon Boat 
Festival in 1925, which happened to be on June 1st

that year, and also coincided with the conference 
in Geneva.
June 1st has since been observed by numerous 
countries, especially by communist countries. 
Consequently there is sometimes a misperception 
that June 1st as Children’s Day was a Communist 
invention. In Romania special events are being 
organized for this Day and the children get 
presents and sweets. Because it falls near the end 
of the academic year most of the children, 
especially those in kindergartens and primary 
schools, organize parties and the teachers and 
parents are invited.



On this day – 2nd June, Italians celebrate 
the Republic’s Day: we remember the
Institutional Referendum of the  1946 that 
stopped monarchy and decide for The 
Republic.

REPUBLIC DAYREPUBLIC DAY
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After the Second World War, 
on June 2nd, 1946, we had a 
constitutional referendum 
between monarchy and 
republic. Italy became a 
republic after the results of 
the referendum. Italian 
women could vote for the first 
time. A monarchist minority 
advanced suspicions of 
fraud, but the referendum is 
generally considered fair. A 
Constituent assembly was 
elected at the same time to 
prepare a new constitution for 
the Republic. Every year the 
2nd June is celebrated with a 
military parade hosted in 
Rome before the President of 
the Republic.

Tortona



FATHERFATHER’’S DAYS DAY
(2(2ndnd Sunday)Sunday)

Father’s Day is a day to 
remember our fathers. It is a 
day to honour not only your 
father but all men who have 
acted as a father in your life as 
well − even stepfathers, uncles, 
grandfathers or big brothers. It 
is a time of burnt toast and 
breakfast in bed, family 
gatherings, crayon scribbled ‘’ I 
love you ‘’s and of course that 
lovely new tie. So buckle up, 
turn up the radio and get ready 
for Father’s Day ride with some 
fun holiday things for you, your 
family and your dad!!!



Historians state that the three colours on the 
Romanian flag – red, yellow and blue –
appeared on the Dacian flag, the “wolf-headed 
dragon”. The three colors have been 
preserved through centuries as colors of the 
nation and the land.  From  the 17 th century on, 
all the official documents issued in the 
Romanian provinces bore the red, yellow and 
blue symbol. The first tricolor flag was carried 
by Tudor Vladimirescu in 1821.
On May 22nd 1998 the Romanian Parliament  
issued the law that declared the day of June 
26th Flag Day. Special festivities and 
programmes are organized to honor the Flag.

FLAG DAYFLAG DAY



AUGUSTAUGUST



NAVY DAYNAVY DAY

After the Romanian War of Independence 
in 1877, the Dobrogea Region (The region 
by the Black Sea) was retuned to 
Romania after five centuries of Ottoman 
control. The Romanian Navy was then 
equipped with Military ships and Romania 
began commercial shipping.
On August 15th, 1902 the first Navy Days 
was celebrated at the Port in Constanta
where they shot fireworks from the Cruiser 
"Elisabeta." That tradition continues today 
along with sailing competitions, various 
Naval ceremonies, and the remembrance 
of those lost at Sea. 



VICTORY DAYVICTORY DAY

Victory Day is a national festival
that is recognised on 30 th August
and is celebrated throughout the
country. On this day in 1922, the
Turkish Army under the command
of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
defeated the foreign forces at 
Dumlupınar (with in Kütahya
province). This final victory
determined the result of the
Independence War. Within a few
weeks, The Turkish mainland was
completely liberated, the armistice
signed and the result of Ottoman
dynasty was abolished. The battle
ended just for days later on 30 th

August.
Although the day has now much
of its military significance for the
younger generations, it is still a 
day of national pride.



OCTOBEROCTOBER





ARMY ARMY DAYDAY

The Ceremony takes place in front of The Unknown 
Soldier Monument in all the cities in Romania, in 
the presence of numerous personalities of the army 
(commanders, generals, colonels, generals in 
reserve, members of The Government, of different 
ruling parties, the diplomatic corps, and military 
attachés) on the 25th October.
The ceremonies open with a religious service in the 
memory of the fallen heroes. Then, all the 
representatives of the public and private institutions 
honor them by lying flowers. The most spectacular 
part of ceremony the military parade. 
Also in the memory of this special day, was 
organized another Ceremony in front of the Military 
Academy, the events having place in the same 
order and according to the same protocol: the 
deposition of flowers saluted and honored by the 
assistance, being closed with the cadets’ parade. 
Veterans are always guests of honor.







Atatürk is the national hero of 
Turkey. He founded the modern 
Turkish Republic out of the ashes of 
the Ottoman Empire. Once you 
come to Turkey, you will see his 
statues and the busts all over. 
Atatürk and his army friends started 
fighting against the enemies. He and
his friends wanted to replace the 
monarchy with a Republic. The war 
of Independence took about three 
years and by the end of the year 
1922, all of the invaders had left the 
country. The birth of a new nation 
began.
On 29th October in 1923 the Turkish

constitution was amended and 
Turkey became a republic. The
Republic Day is celebrated 
throughout Turkey every year. 
Commemorative events and holiday 
usually begin in the afternoon on the 
previous day.

REPUBLIC DAYREPUBLIC DAY



HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN

Halloween or Hallowe'en is a 
tradition celebrated on the night of 
October 31st, most notably by 
children dressing in costumes and 
going door-to-door collecting 
sweets, fruit, and other gifts. Apart 
from this trick-or-treating, there 
are many other traditional 
Halloween activities. Some of 
these include costume parties,
watching horror films, going to 
"haunted" houses, and traditional 
autumn activities such as hayrides, 
some of these even "haunted”.

Catanzaro



Halloween or Hallowe'en is a 
tradition celebrated on the 
night of October 31st, most
notably by children dressing in 
costumes and going door-to-
door collecting sweets,fruit, 
and other gifts. This is called
trick- or -treating,and apart
from this there are many other
traditional Halloween activities. 
Some of these include costume 
parties, watching horror films, 
going to “haunted houses”, and 
traditional autumn activities
such as havrides, some of 
these even “haunted”. 

Tortona



NOVEMBERNOVEMBER



REMEMBRANCE DAY REMEMBRANCE DAY 
FOR FOR 

ATATATATÜÜRKRK

Turkish independence war ended with 
success but people were hopeless, 
moneyless.....except for one person 
Atatürk. Indeed, he encouraged 
people to overcome the hardships, he 
made momentous changes in every 
aspect of the government and at last 
there was a mirage which had been 
looked forward to for a long time and 
for which thousands of people were 
killed. Turkish Republic was founded 
by thanks to the great efforts of 
Atatürk. So, when Atatürk passed 
away at Dolmabahçe palace at 9:05 
on 10th November 1938 everybody in 
Turkey was deeply saddened. On this 
day Turkish people try to understand 
the mean of ‘’Republic’’ which is the 
greatest remnant of Atatürk in spite of 
mourning for him.  Now his body lies 
in Anıtkabir.





TEACHERTEACHER’’S DAYS DAY

Teachers are the main part of the 
society. Every occupation has a 
teaching department. They teach how to 
live, work or solve the problems. At 
school, teachers are very important too. 
Students should learn how their 
teaching is important for them. So, on 
the 24th of November Students buy 
presents for teachers. They sometimes 
give their love and thanks. Some of 
them read poems and stories about 
teaching. Celebrations take place at 
schools. That’s a functional activity for 
students. Teachers are very valuable 
and have the right of being thanked 
because they try to give a  training to  
everybody in the society. If a student 
has a problem, no matter if it’s a social 
or personal one, all teachers try to solve 
it and help him so teaching is the most 
important work for the society.





DECEMBERDECEMBER



On December 1st, the Romanians celebrate the 
Great Union of the Kingdom of Romania with 
Transylvania.  
In 1918 the Legislative Assembly stated that the two 
Romanian provinces should unite under the name 
of Romania, thus ending the century long foreign 
domination in this part country. The first union of the 
Romanian provinces took place in the year 1600 
under Mihai Viteazul (Michael the Brave), but it only 
lasted a year. In 1859, the new elected ruler of the 
province of Moldavia united it with Wallachia. 
Transylvania was still under Austro-Hungarian 
domination. This was to come to an end on 
December 1st 1918 when finally the country became 
one.
During its history, the country was divided again as 
a consequence of the Ribentrop – Molotov Treaty 
when Transylvania was ceased to Hungary. The 
end of World War 2 also meant the return of 
Transylvania in its rightful borders.

NATIONAL DAYNATIONAL DAY



On this day(31st December) we 
celebrate New Year’s coming. 
We have a New Year party. We 
invite our friends to our home 
because we believe that how we 
enter a new year, then the whole 
year goes like that. We play a 
game called “Tombala”( Bingo). 
We cook special foods for this 
day such as chicken and share 
our foods with our friends and 
relatives. Then the biggest 
lottery of year is drawn. 
Everybody checks his ticket. Ten 
seconds before New Year, 
people can’t ……..down.

NEW YEAR’S  EVE



On New Year’s Eve, children sing Plugusorul and Sorcova. In their 
songs, they wish good luck, happiness and success. You can hear the 
ringing of the bells and the bull sounds. The goat’s game, the bear’s 
game and the masks’ game are old Romanian customs.
The Bear and  the Goat, are expected to show up on New Year’s Eve. 
These dances stand for an original way of expressing the ritual 
associations of animals with almost universal worshiping of the Sun. 
The ceremonial structure of the custom is equally full of strength and 
vitality. The music and dance, both remarkable through their virtuosity 
and dynamism, the highly expressive masks, they all make up a unique 
show. It is the masks that tell the most about the imagination and humor 
of the Romanian villager. Some of them have become genuine jewels of 
folk art.
An old tradition is that the year that is just beginning will be sunny and 
with rich harvests for the families that will leave the lamp alit on the New 
Year’s night until the dawn.
Almost at the midnight of the 31stof December, the peasants foresee the 
weather in the following year, using large onion peels which the peel off 
and order by the months of  the year. They put some salt on each of 
them. 
Also on New Year’s Eve, another custom is the Vergel which is a 
mysterious act  meant to prospect the future, in which unmarried young 
people and their parents take part. The ones practicing the Vergel want 
to know what the future year holds for them and most of all if and whom 
they will marry.

NEW YEARNEW YEAR’’S EVES EVE



RELIGIOUS   HOLIDAYSRELIGIOUS   HOLIDAYS



• ST. ANDREW• ALL SAINTS’ DAY• ALL SAINTS’ DAY
• ALL SOULS’ DAY

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

• THE FESTIVAL OF 
FAST-BREAKING 
(RAMAZAN BAIRAMI)

• ST. DEMETRIOSOCTOBEROCTOBER

• FEAST OF SACRIFICE  
(KURBAN BAIRAMI)

• ST. NICOLAS
• CHRISTMAS

• CHRISTMAS• BLESSED VERGIN 
• CHRISTMAS EVE
• CHRISTMAS
• ST.STEPHEN’S DAY
• ST. SYLVESTER

• CHRISTMASDECEMBERDECEMBER

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER

• ST. MARY• ASSUMPTION• MARY 
(MOTHER OF JESUS)

AUGUSTAUGUST

• ST. ELIJAH • ST. VITALIANO• PROFITIS ELIASJULYJULY

• MIDSUMMER NIGHT JUNEJUNE

• ST. RITA
• WITHSUN (PENTECOST)

• HOLY SPIRIT  
(PENTECOST)

MAYMAY

• EASTER
• ST. GEORGE

• EASTER• EASTER • EASTER
• ST. GEORGE

APRILAPRIL

• HOLY ANNUNCIATION • FATHER’S DAY• LADY DAY
(HOLY ANNUNCIATION)

MARCHMARCH

• SHROVE MONDAY 
(START OF LENT  
BEFORE EASTER)

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

• JESUS CHRIST’S BAPTISM• EPIPHANY’S 
(ADORATION OF THE 
MAGI)

• ST VASILIS/VASILOPITA
• EPIPHANY’S DAY 
• THREE HIERARCHS’

DAY

JANUARY JANUARY 

TortonaCatanzaroMONTHS OF MONTHS OF 
THE YEARTHE YEAR



JANUARYJANUARY







(Greek: επιφάνεια, miraculous phenomenon)
It is a Christian feast intended to celebrate the 
“shining forth” revelation of God in the person 
of Jesus.That included the visit of the Magi 
(Wise men): Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 
who arrived in Bethlehem; and all of Jesus’
Childhood events, to his baptism in the Jordan 
by John the Baptist.

EPIPHANYEPIPHANY

But it is a special feast for children. In fact in Italy 
above all in the centre and in the south we believe 
in ‘’BEFANA’’ an old woman, flying by a broom, who 
brings presents but also coal to children. 

Catanzaro



“Boboteaza”, Jesus Christ’s Baptism, which marks 
the end of the winter holidays has beside its 
Christian meaning-the moment of Jesus’ spiritual 
birth- features of great popular celebration. On the 
Eve of this holiday the priest goes from house to 
house and “holies” all the rooms, the people and 
animals. This is a ritual meant to purify everything. 
The water used is a holy one and it has magic 
powers: it never goes bad, it cures some diseases, 
and it protects the people and animals. It is also 
good to water the plants with holy water so that 
they grow fast and stay healthy. On this day all the 
waters are being holied and the priest throws a 
cross into the river. Men try to bring it back and it is 
said that the one who succeeds will be lucky for the 
rest of the year.  
In this day, fighting is forbidden and nothing should 
be borrowed.

JESUS CHRISTJESUS CHRIST’’S BAPTISMS BAPTISM





FEBRUARYFEBRUARY





MARCHMARCH





In Christianity, the Annunciation is the revelation to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, by the archangel Gabriel 
that she would conceive a child to be born the Son 
of God. The Christian churches celebrate this with 
the feast of Annunciation on March 25th, which as 
the incarnation is nine months before the feast of 
the Nativity of Jesus or Christmas. The date of the 
Annunciation also marked the New Year in many 
places. The traditional location of the Annunciation 
is in the town of Nazareth Israel, where is currently 
located the Church of the Annunciation.
This holiday that falls close to the spring equinox 
when the swallows return and the cuckoos start 
singing is also known under the name of “cuckoo 
day”. The peasants perform a lot of purification 
rituals around their houses: the snakes and the 
caterpillars are chased away, the houses, the 
people, the animals, and the gardens are smoked 
with incense. It is also customary to eat fish on this 
day.  

HOLY ANNUNCIATIONHOLY ANNUNCIATION



APRILAPRIL





EASTEREASTER

Easter is the most important religious feast  
observed  between Late March and late 
April (early April to early May in Eastern 
Christianity). It celebrates the resurrection 
of Jesus, which his followers believe 
occurred on the third day after his death by 
crucifixion some time in the period AD 27 to 
33. 
It also wants to represent our spiritual 
rebirth the hope for a better future. As with 
many other Christian dates, the celebration 
of Easter extends beyond the church.                            

Since its origins, it has been a time of 
celebration and feasting. Today it is 
commercially important, seeing wide sales 
of greeting cards and confectionery such 
as chocolate Easter eggs, chocolate 
bunnies.

Catanzaro



Easter, also known as Pasqua
(Greek Πάσχα: Passover), the 
Feast of the Resurrection, the 
Sunday of the Resurrection, or 
Resurrection Day, is the most 
important religious feast of the 
Christian liturgical year, observed 
between late March and late April 
(early April to early May in Eastern 
Christianity). It celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus, which his 
followers believe occurred on the 
third day after his death by 
crucifixion some time in the period 
AD 27 to 33. In the Roman 
Catholic Church, Easter is actually 
an eight-day feast called the 
Octave of Easter.

Tortona



The Easter is an important holiday for 
the Romanians, because it is the day 
when Jesus Christ was crucified and 
forty days later he resurrected. For 
Easter, people paint eggs. They are 
decorated with crosses or bunnies, and 
the main colour is red, the colour of the 
blood shed by Jesus. On Easter day 
people celebrate the Resurrection by 
going to church and breaking eggs. 
The children visit their neighbors, 
collect eggs and wish everybody 
“Happy Easter”.
The Easter Bunny comes the very 
same day, and brings for the good 
children, presents and sweets.

EASTEREASTER





We celebrate Saint George on April 23rd, the day 
of His death. Few Christian saints are more 
honored in this country than He is. Many men bare 
his name, there is a town named after him and one 
of the Danube’s arms is called Saint George. He is 
also the patron saint of the Romanian Army. He is 
thought to have killed a dragon that claimed the 
lives of many men and women.
In the Romanian popular legends, He is portrayed 
as the defender of the oppressed and His face 
appeared on many flags carried by soldiers in 
battles.  He is the protector of the nature, of the 
cattle and sheep. He is the one who “opens” or  
”unlocks” the nature to life in spring. Nobody must 
sleep on this day or else they will be sleepy all year 
round. 
The tradition has it that on April 23rd the snakes 
come out of their dens. The girls must be “watered”
with fresh water to grow up and be beautiful. 

SAINT GEORGESAINT GEORGE

Fishing on the St. George Arm 
(the Danube Delta) 

The town of St. George, Transylvania



MAYMAY



SANTA RITA SANTA RITA 
(from Cascia)(from Cascia)

On the 22nd of May there is the 
celebration of St. Rita, considered 
the advocate of difficult Situations! 
She has always made great 
miracles. 
In Catanzaro there is a special 
devotion for this Beautiful Saint. 
Every year in this day the 
cathedral is overcrowded because 
so many people go there with
beautiful and coloured roses that 
are blessed. At there is a 
magnificent “fall of petals’’.

Catanzaro





Pentekostē /hēmera/, fiftieth day after 
Easter Sunday, which corresponds to the 
tenth day after Ascension Thursday. 
It is a feast in the Christian liturgical 
calendar — symbolically related to the 
Jewish festival of Shavuot that 
commemorates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles and the followers 
of Jesus on that day, as described in the 
Book of Acts, Chapter 2.

WITHSUNWITHSUN
Catanzaro



JUNEJUNE



Every year on June 24th The Romanians 
celebrate the Midsummer Night or 
“Sanzienele”.  This night is thought to be 
magic, wonders are possible and very 
benefic, but also black magic can be 
harmful. 
The legends have it that the Sanziene are 
beautiful girls who live in the woods or 
fields. They dance and give special powers 
to flowers and herbs changing them into 
healing plants used to cure all the diseases. 
They also give ‘fertilizing” gifts to the earth, 
to the married women, multiply the birds 
and the animals, heal the sick. 
They gave their name to a flower  that must 
be picked by the girls early in the morning 
and put under the pillow at night: they will 
see their future husband in the dream.

MIDSUMMER NIGHTMIDSUMMER NIGHT



JULYJULY



SAINT  VITALIANOSAINT  VITALIANO

On 16th July we celebrate our 
Patron, St. Vitaliano. On this 
day people don’t go to work 
schools and shops are closed.
According to an ancient legend 
shops, school and offices must 
remain close otherwise an 
earthquake will happen.
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God gave the Saint and Great Prophet Elijah the 
power to open and shut the skies, to bring drought and 
rain. 
The Romanian popular traditions associate Him with 
the god of Thunder and Lightning. He rode a chariot of 
fire and sent thunder on devils and sinners. Scared by 
Elijah the devils ran and tried to hide on earth – in 
trees, houses, in the spires and even the bodies of 
animals. Eager to get rid of all of them, Saint Elijah sent 
thunder on the devils’ hiding places. One should never 
let the windows and doors open during a thunder 
storm, because the devils sneak in and the house may 
be hit by the thunder. One must find shelter in the 
openings in the woods and frequently make the sign of 
cross because He will never hit a new cross. His fruit 
tree is the apple tree and one must not eat new apples 
until July 20th, His day… If there is a thunderstorm that 
day all the nuts will go dry and the other fruits will have 
worms. Early in the morning the women should pick 
herbs, carry them home, dry them and use the herbs to 
heal the sick. If it rains on Saint Elijah day there will be 
forty days of rain and if it does not there will be forty 
days of drought.

SAINT ELIJAHSAINT ELIJAH

Saint Elijah monastery, Borsa



AUGUSTAUGUST





According to Catholic doctrine and the 
traditions of the Catholic Church, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (Mary, the mother of 
Jesus) "having completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body and soul 
into heavenly glory."  This means that Mary
was transported into Heaven with her body 
and soul united.
The feast day – 15th August - recognizing 
Mary's passage into Heaven is celebrated 
as The Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary by Roman Catholics.

ASSUMPTIONASSUMPTION Catanzaro



Saint Mary, Jesus Christ’s mother is 
synonymous in the Romanian 
popular tradition with Love, Kindness 
and Tenderness.  She helps all 
those in need and prays for our 
redemption. 
She is the saint patron of the 
Romanian Navy.  
August 15th is the day of her death 
and symbolizes the end of summer. 
The crops start being harvested, the 
sheep come down from the 
mountains, bathing in rivers is 
forbidden and one should not sleep 
in the open.

SAINT MARYSAINT MARY

St. Mary monastery, Maramures



OCTOBEROCTOBER



FEAST OF FASTFEAST OF FAST--BREAKING BREAKING 
RAMAZAN  BAYRAMIRAMAZAN  BAYRAMI

Ramadan Bairam that lasts three 
days 12th-14th October begins on the 
first day of the tenth month of the 
Muslim year and marks the  end  of 
fasting. On these days everyone − no 
matter rich or poor − puts on new 
clothes. Official receptions are held 
on it. Friends congratulate one 
another. People visit their elderly
relatives to kiss their hands, by 
means of which they show respect 
and love. Graves of relatives are 
visited. Children are usually given 
some pocket money. They also visit 
neighbouring houses to take candies 
and kiss the neighbours’ hands. 
Serving a special dessert called 
“baklava” and some candies with 
cologne is among traditions peculiar 
to this bairam, too. So, this bairam is 
called ‘Candy Festival’ in my country, 
Turkey. The date of this feast 
changes according to the Muslim 
lunar calendar and thus occurs ten 
days earlier each year.





NOVEMBERNOVEMBER



The festival of All Saints, also sometimes 
known as All Hallows or Hallowmas
"hallows" meaning "saints," and "mas" 
meaning "Mass"), is a feast celebrated in 
the honour of all the saints, known and 
unknown. Halloween is the day preceding 
it, and is so named because it is "The Eve 
of All Hallows". 
All Saints is also a Christian formula 
invoking all the faithful saints and martyrs, 
known or unknown. The Western Christian 
holiday (called Festum omnium sanctorum
in Latin) falls on November 1st.

ALL SAINTSALL SAINTS’’ DAYDAY

Catanzaro



The festival of All Saints, also 
sometimes known as All Saints' 
Day, All Hallows or Hallowmas
("hallows" meaning "saints," and 
"mas" meaning "Mass"), is a 
feast celebrated in the honour of 
all the saints, known and 
unknown. 

By the time of the reign of 
Charlemagne, the November 
festival of All Saints was widely 
celebrated. November 1 was 
decreed a day of obligation by 
the Frankish king Louis the 
Pious in 835 issued "at the 
instance of Pope Gregory IV and 
with the assent of all the 
Bishops."

Tortona



All Souls' Day (also the Feast of All 
Souls, Day of the Dead, 
Commemoration of all the Faithful 
Departe (from the Latin Commemoratio 
omnium Fidelium Defunctorum), is the day 
set apart for the commemoration of the 
departed people. The celebration is based 
on the doctrine  that the souls of the dead 
people which have not been cleansed from 
venial sins, cannot attain the beatific vision 
yet, and that they may be helped to do so 
thanks to  the prayers.

ALL SOULSALL SOULS’’ DAYDAY
Catanzaro



Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Romania. He is the 
one who spread Christianity in this part of the world. 
Pagan and Christian rituals are still observed on the St. 
Andrew’s night. According to the popular tradition, this is 
the time when malefic spirits get stronger powers than in 
the rest of the year, and they come among people to 
harm them. It is a kind of upside-down celebration of the 
Pentecost, when by the descent of the Holy Spirit the 
entire nature is blessed and the herbs increase their  
healing powers.  
St. Andrew’s night is suitable for magic. Girls believe that 
this is their chance to getting to know their future 
husband. This is also the time to take precaution to 
prevent the harm done by the malefic spirits that come to 
scare those who are alive. These spirits get stronger 
powers, cause problems to the people, affect the fertility 
of the earth and animals. In this night, people avoid going 
out in the streets and the boys and girls gather “to guard 
the garlic”, which is believed to chase away the bad 
spirits. 

SAINT ANDREWSAINT ANDREW

The cave where Saint Andrew
lived in Romania



DECEMBERDECEMBER



St. Nicolas is the main gift giver. He moves about 
the countryside, visiting schools and homes to find 
out if children have been good. Other places he 
comes in the night and finds carrots and hay for his 
horse or donkey along with children's wish lists. 
Small treats are left in shoes or stockings so the 
children will know he has come. 
Where St. Nicholas is prominent, his day, is the 
primary gift giving day. Parties may be held on the 
eve, December 5th, and shoes or stockings left for 
St. Nicholas to fill during the night. Children will find 
treats of small gifts, fruit or nuts, and special 
Nicholas candies and cookies. 
St. Nicholas gifts are meant to be shared, not 
hoarded for oneself. 

SAINT NICOLASSAINT NICOLAS



BLESSED VIRGIN BLESSED VIRGIN 
ImmaculateImmaculate’’s Days Day

“The Blessed Virgin Mary in the first 
instant of her conception was 
preserved exempt from all stain of 
original sin by a singular privilege and 
grace granted by God, in view of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the human race.”
("Ineffabilis Deus", issued on 8th

December 1854). In Italy it is 
considered a very important 
celebration because it is considered 
the starting of Christmas period.

Catanzaro



THE FEAST OF SACRIFICETHE FEAST OF SACRIFICE
‘‘KURBAN BAYRAMIKURBAN BAYRAMI’’

Kurban Bayramı is the most important 
four-day religious festival: 20th – 23rd

December. 
“Kurban” means sacrifice in Turkish. 
Kurban Bayramı comes during the 
happy season of the pilgrimage (HAC) 
period. The date of this feast changes 
according to the Muslim lunar calendar 
and thus occurs ten days earlier each 
year. Kurban Bayrami commemorates 
Prophet Abraham’s near-sacrifice of 
his son Ismail (Ishmael). In the story, 
God orders Abraham to take his son up 
to Mount Mariah and sacrifice him 
Abraham takes his son and lays him 
down. But at the last moment God 
stops Abraham, congratulates him on 
his faithfulness and order him to 
sacrifice a ram instead.
Since then we sacrifice a ram or goat 
on this days to thank God and we 
share it with other people who cannot 
afford to sacrifice.



Christmas Eve, on December 
24th, is the day before Christmas 
Day, the celebrated birthday of 
Jesus Christ. Christmas Eve is a 
shortened business day. For 
example, (when it falls on a 
weekday) most financial markets
close by early afternoon, and 
nearly all retail and commercial 
businesses are closed by late 
afternoon - typically between 
4:00 and 6:00 pm. Catholics 
traditionally celebrate a midnight 
Mass at midnight on Christmas 
Eve, marking the beginning of 
Christmas Day.

CHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVE
Catanzaro





Christmas is an annual holiday 
that marks the birth of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth. Christmas 
combines the celebration of 
Jesus' birth with various other 
non-related traditions and 
customs, many of which were 
influenced by ancient winter 
festivals Christmas traditions 
include the display of Nativity 
scenes,Holly and Christmas 
trees, the exchange of gifts and 
cards, and the arrival of Father 
Christmas. Popular Christmas 
themes include the promotion of 
goodwill, giving, compassion, 
and quality family time.

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS Catanzaro



Christmas is an annual holiday 
that marks the birth of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 
Christmas celebrations often 
combine the marking of the 
Jesus’ birth with various other 
traditions and customs, many of 
which were influenced by 
ancient winter festivals. 
Christmas traditions include the 
display of Nativity scenes, Holly 
and Christmas trees, the 
exchange of gifts and cards, 
and the arrival of Father 
Christmas (Santa Claus) on 
Christmas Eve. Popular 
Christmas themes include the 
promotion of goodwill, giving, 
compassion, and quality family 
time.

Tortona



Christmas is an annual holiday that 
marks the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Christmas celebrations often combine 
the marking of Jesus' birth with various 
other traditions and customs, many of 
which were influenced by ancient winter 
festivals. Christmas traditions include 
the display of Nativity scenes, Holly and 
Christmas trees, the exchange of gifts 
and cards, and the arrival of Father 
Christmas (Santa Claus) on Christmas 
Eve. Popular Christmas themes include 
the promotion of goodwill, compassion, 
and peace.
Christmas Day falls on December 25 th. 

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS



SAINT STEPHENSAINT STEPHEN’’S DAYS DAY

It is the day after Christmas 
– 26th December. It is also a 
family day. In fact people  
stay at home playing cards, 
tombola and relaxing 
themselves.

Catanzaro



SAINT SYLVESTERSAINT SYLVESTER

Saint Sylvester is the night  
before New Year’s Day and 
The Church remember Pope 
Silvester I (or Sylvester) who 
was Pope from  January 31st, 
314 to December 31st, 335, 
succeeding Pope Miltiades.
During this evening families 
have dinner together and after 
midnight usually young 
people go dancing. 

Catanzaro



THINK THATTHINK THAT……..

WEWE



The ancient tradition of festivals goes back as long The ancient tradition of festivals goes back as long 
as the Vedic times and to the Aryans. The festivals as the Vedic times and to the Aryans. The festivals 
were celebrated then in honor of gods, rivers, trees, were celebrated then in honor of gods, rivers, trees, 
mountains, the coming of monsoon, the end of mountains, the coming of monsoon, the end of 
winter or the first flush of spring. The celebrations winter or the first flush of spring. The celebrations 
not only included prayer offerings but also events of not only included prayer offerings but also events of 
social and cultural significance.social and cultural significance.
In a land of vast geographical distances as In a land of vast geographical distances as 
EUROPEEUROPE is and with a variety of languages and is and with a variety of languages and 
customs, the spirit and customs, the spirit and colourcolour of the religious, of the religious, 
seasonal or secular festivals underline the rich legacy seasonal or secular festivals underline the rich legacy 
of traditions that has been handed over from ages.of traditions that has been handed over from ages.



““We are grateful for our participation to We are grateful for our participation to 
the the ““COMENIUSCOMENIUS”” programmeprogramme,  because it ,  because it 
gave us the opportunity to contact other gave us the opportunity to contact other 
students from different countries and get students from different countries and get 
to know the cultures they belong to. to know the cultures they belong to. 
Although we speak different languages, Although we speak different languages, 
we think we have lots of things  in  we think we have lots of things  in  
common. We  live  and  feel  every  day  common. We  live  and  feel  every  day  
almost  the  same way. We are still in almost  the  same way. We are still in 
contact with the contact with the ComeniusComenius friends,  friends,  
although the although the programmeprogramme is over.is over.””

GREEK TEAMGREEK TEAM



““Even if we live in different countries, we have Even if we live in different countries, we have 
different religion, different ideas, different cultures, different religion, different ideas, different cultures, 
after this project we understood how similar we are. after this project we understood how similar we are. 
We noticed that many religious festivals are We noticed that many religious festivals are 
common in all the partner countries. We celebrate common in all the partner countries. We celebrate 
them in almost the same way, we have the same them in almost the same way, we have the same 
customs, the same roots.customs, the same roots.””

GatsiasGatsias AthanasiosAthanasios (17)(17)

““It was really great for me to visit different It was really great for me to visit different 
countries, meet different people and study their countries, meet different people and study their 
religion or public holidays. For the first time I religion or public holidays. For the first time I 
understand that we are the same and have the understand that we are the same and have the 
same celebrations same celebrations -- holidays. I felt very happy holidays. I felt very happy 
because this because this ComeniusComenius project gave me the project gave me the 
opportunity to study all these. Now I feel so close opportunity to study all these. Now I feel so close 
to all the people I know due to the project, even if to all the people I know due to the project, even if 
they live in different countries.they live in different countries.””

XristodoulouXristodoulou ParaskeviParaskevi (16)(16)



““When I saw the final presentation of the project I was When I saw the final presentation of the project I was 
amazed, because I noticed so many common habits. All the amazed, because I noticed so many common habits. All the 
countries that took part in the project celebrate countries that took part in the project celebrate alnostalnost the the 
same things in almost the same way. I felt very happy, same things in almost the same way. I felt very happy, 
because until that moment I had thought we were very because until that moment I had thought we were very 
different, with different ideas. Now, I am sure we are all the different, with different ideas. Now, I am sure we are all the 
same.same.””

XaxoumisXaxoumis AntonisAntonis (16)(16)

““The outcome of the  project is remarkable The outcome of the  project is remarkable -- even  though even  though 
we live in different countries and are  considered to be we live in different countries and are  considered to be 
different, we have common holidays, festivals which  different, we have common holidays, festivals which  
we  celebrate more or less in the  same  way. It means we  celebrate more or less in the  same  way. It means 
that our cultural root  are  common,  the  habits  are  that our cultural root  are  common,  the  habits  are  
common too and generally the way of life in European  common too and generally the way of life in European  
countries countries tends  to  be  similartends  to  be  similar, even , even if  if  at first sight at first sight it  it  
seems to be seems to be very very different.different.””

TsoukliTsoukli Xenia (16)Xenia (16)



“The festivities – both religious 
and civil – are very important 
because represent a moment of 
strong aggregation for European 
peoples that find oneself 
numerous to share ideality and 
common sentiments.”

G. G. SillaSilla, J. , J. ZanoccoZanocco, F. , F. TessitoreTessitore, A. , A. BorgoglioBorgoglio, A. , A. GhisolfiGhisolfi

ITALIAN TEAM ITALIAN TEAM 

TORTONATORTONA



““In the calendar of National In the calendar of National 
holidays we point out that holidays we point out that 
the presence, in some the presence, in some 
countries, of a remarkable countries, of a remarkable 
number of national number of national 
festivities is a sign of a festivities is a sign of a 
strong feeling of strong feeling of 
membership to the own membership to the own 
country, in the country, in the 
consciousness that the consciousness that the 
common European common European 
citizenship does not mean a citizenship does not mean a 
lost of the basic values of lost of the basic values of 
each nationality.each nationality.””
N. Galli N. Galli -- R. Campora R. Campora -- L. MagnanoL. Magnano

““The religious festivities The religious festivities 
lived everywhere with joy, lived everywhere with joy, 
felicity and concord.felicity and concord.
The dimension community The dimension community 
–– wide of these festivities is wide of these festivities is 
important, as testimony of important, as testimony of 
faith and belonging to the faith and belonging to the 
community of believers.community of believers.
In many cases celebrate at In many cases celebrate at 
home too through home too through 
preparation of special foods preparation of special foods 
and sweets.and sweets.””

G. Silla G. Silla -- C. De Nicolò C. De Nicolò –– A. ColonnaA. Colonna



‘‘Education is also remindingEducation is also reminding’’.. ““School is also School is also 
conserving and handing on. So it is very important conserving and handing on. So it is very important 
that pupils remember the dates of events which that pupils remember the dates of events which 
marked the social and civic life of a nation.marked the social and civic life of a nation.””
Alessandra Ghisolfi Alessandra Ghisolfi -- Chiara DenicolòChiara Denicolò

““By the growing weak of the traditional and religious By the growing weak of the traditional and religious 
way of life, feasts became the mirror of a situation of way of life, feasts became the mirror of a situation of 
crisis which also young people live.crisis which also young people live.””
RiccRicc””ardo Campora ardo Campora -- Galli NicolòGalli Nicolò



““The most important protagonist of feasts, nowadays The most important protagonist of feasts, nowadays 
is consumerism. Exchange and possession of goods is consumerism. Exchange and possession of goods 
affect deeply the life of a community and show itself affect deeply the life of a community and show itself 
destructive of every authentic human relationship.destructive of every authentic human relationship.””
Annalisa Borgoglio Annalisa Borgoglio -- Jessica ZanoccoJessica Zanocco

““Nowadays young people feel feasts less than in the Nowadays young people feel feasts less than in the 
past in their religious meaning, but only like a past in their religious meaning, but only like a 
opportunity to meditate on social problems. So feasts opportunity to meditate on social problems. So feasts 
have a value alwyas more secular and social.have a value alwyas more secular and social.””
Micol Basone Micol Basone -- Simona FerraraSimona Ferrara



““Young people consider them alwyas more atheist or Young people consider them alwyas more atheist or 
agnostic because they are not able to flow into the agnostic because they are not able to flow into the 
politic or religious norms of the tradition. They politic or religious norms of the tradition. They 
think that politics and religion run in different think that politics and religion run in different 
ways; so they get in crisis. Nevertheless, if someone ways; so they get in crisis. Nevertheless, if someone 
believes and knows that engagement is strictly  believes and knows that engagement is strictly  
attached to the politic and civic fight, find a attached to the politic and civic fight, find a 
synthesis: justice, brotherhood and equality are synthesis: justice, brotherhood and equality are 
human values but also religious values.human values but also religious values.””

Lucrezia Magnano Lucrezia Magnano -- Francesca Tessitore Francesca Tessitore -- Giulia SillaGiulia Silla



““Exploring the way European people celebrate religious and publicExploring the way European people celebrate religious and public events has events has 
shown that faith and national identity are real milestones for ashown that faith and national identity are real milestones for any country ny country 
because they represent a set of values which range from nationalbecause they represent a set of values which range from national pride and pride and 
historical memory to the celebration of religious rites that emphistorical memory to the celebration of religious rites that emphasize  the hasize  the 
importance of  spirituality in everybodyimportance of  spirituality in everybody’’s life. All European citizens attach s life. All European citizens attach 
great relevance to public and religious events and thatgreat relevance to public and religious events and that’’s why we feel that to s why we feel that to 
know each otherknow each other’’s habits and traditions contributes to strengthen our s habits and traditions contributes to strengthen our 
awareness of being part of a great European culture.awareness of being part of a great European culture.””

ITALIAN TEAMITALIAN TEAM

CATANZAROCATANZARO

Federica Federica FaragòFaragò, , GraziellaGraziella QuintoQuinto, Elisa , Elisa IanninoIannino, Andrea , Andrea OrtoliniOrtolini



““Religion plays a key role in Religion plays a key role in 
my life and I love religious my life and I love religious 
celebrations that fill my heart celebrations that fill my heart 
with peace and serenity.with peace and serenity.””

Federica Federica FaragòFaragò (19(19))

““My soul needs to be fed with love and peace; thatMy soul needs to be fed with love and peace; that’’s why I love religious s why I love religious 
events when I give space to positive feelings and I have the chaevents when I give space to positive feelings and I have the chance of being nce of being 
part of a great community of people who believe in the same valupart of a great community of people who believe in the same values.es.””

GraziellaGraziella QuintoQuinto (19)(19)

““I love celebrating public events when common people and public fI love celebrating public events when common people and public figures igures 
join together to commemorate the fundamental steps of our historjoin together to commemorate the fundamental steps of our history and y and 
all of us feel proud of being Italian.all of us feel proud of being Italian.””



““Religion makes people feel equal and spreads brotherhood, Religion makes people feel equal and spreads brotherhood, 
solidarity and love in a world where social differences, war solidarity and love in a world where social differences, war 
and racism cause pain and suffering.and racism cause pain and suffering.””

Elisa Elisa IanninoIannino (19)(19)

““In my opinion itIn my opinion it’’s fundamental to celebrate public s fundamental to celebrate public 
events so that the young can be aware of the origins events so that the young can be aware of the origins 
of oneof one’’s country and increase the knowledge of ones country and increase the knowledge of one’’s s 
country national heritage.country national heritage.””

Andrea Andrea OrtoliniOrtolini (19)(19)

““I strongly believe that the celebration  of the most I strongly believe that the celebration  of the most 
important events of our national history contributes to keep important events of our national history contributes to keep 
alive the memory of the past.alive the memory of the past.””



ROMANIAN TEAMROMANIAN TEAM

““Europe celebrates all the year round, in a joyous and colorful Europe celebrates all the year round, in a joyous and colorful 
calendar of festivals. Sacred, secular or seasonal, each of thescalendar of festivals. Sacred, secular or seasonal, each of these e 
occasions has a special spirit and vigor. These celebrations of occasions has a special spirit and vigor. These celebrations of 
festivals form a wondrous and joyful series of events.festivals form a wondrous and joyful series of events.””



““ItIt’’s interesting how St. s interesting how St. 
ValentineValentine’’s Day, Womens Day, Women’’s Day, s Day, 
FatherFather’’s Day, April Fools Day, April Fool’’s Day, s Day, 
Halloween are celebrated on the Halloween are celebrated on the 
same day in all the countries. same day in all the countries. 

For us, St. ValentineFor us, St. Valentine’’s Day is nor s Day is nor 
very important because we have very important because we have 
““DragobeteDragobete”” –– LoversLovers’’ Day, but as Day, but as 
all the imported celebrations it all the imported celebrations it 
tends to become popular among the tends to become popular among the 
young.young.””

LaviniaLaviniaLuLutastas ( ( 1717 )

““Children are the future custodians of Children are the future custodians of 
the nations, and thus providing them the nations, and thus providing them 
with a good family, social, and with a good family, social, and 
educational environment is a goal educational environment is a goal 
ardently worked for by every nation. ardently worked for by every nation. 
Children's Day is a time of festivity Children's Day is a time of festivity 
for our nationsfor our nations’’ young people.young people.””

AlexandruAlexandru Nan (17)Nan (17)



““The Ministry of Education, teachers with the The Ministry of Education, teachers with the 
highest seniority and best qualities are highest seniority and best qualities are 
recognized for their contribution to society on recognized for their contribution to society on 
this day.this day.

TeachersTeachers’’ day should be an important day on day should be an important day on 
every countryevery country’’s civic calendar. I think that s civic calendar. I think that 
having such a day to celebrate those who teach having such a day to celebrate those who teach 
us to read, to write, to countus to read, to write, to count…….(in fact those .(in fact those 
who introduce us in the wonders of learning who introduce us in the wonders of learning 
and try to equip us with the necessary and try to equip us with the necessary ““toolstools””
to live a decent life ) is a national recognition to live a decent life ) is a national recognition 
of the high position teachers have in society. of the high position teachers have in society. 
This special day, both for teachers and This special day, both for teachers and 
students, should be held during the school students, should be held during the school 
year in Romania, not after the end of it.year in Romania, not after the end of it.

Teachers have to be celebrated officially as, Teachers have to be celebrated officially as, 
besides our parents, they are our real living besides our parents, they are our real living 
models.models.

Unfortunately not in all partner countries Unfortunately not in all partner countries 
this day has the same big importance as in this day has the same big importance as in 
Turkey!Turkey!””

LaviniaLavinia LutasLutas (17), (17), IonutIonut GutiGuti (17), (17), 
AlexandruAlexandru Nan (17)Nan (17)



““Happy Happy New YearNew Year!" !" ““This greeting This greeting 
will be said and heard all over will be said and heard all over 
Europe for at least the first couple of Europe for at least the first couple of 
weeks as a weeks as a new yearnew year gets under way. gets under way. 

The celebration of the The celebration of the new yearnew year is the is the 
oldest of all holidays so the coming oldest of all holidays so the coming 
of a new year is given the respect of of a new year is given the respect of 
something that can bring all those something that can bring all those 
things we did not have in the things we did not have in the 
previous year. Everybody hopes that previous year. Everybody hopes that 
the coming year will be better that the coming year will be better that 
the the ““oldold”” one, so wishes are said to all one, so wishes are said to all 
the people around us the people around us –– known and known and 
unknown!unknown!””

IonutIonut GutiGuti (17)(17)



““New yearNew year’’s day is the first day of the year in the Gregorian calendar, fas day is the first day of the year in the Gregorian calendar, falling lling 
exactly one week after Christmas Day of the previous year. In moexactly one week after Christmas Day of the previous year. In modern times itdern times it’’s s 
January 1st.This day is traditionally a religious feast, but sinJanuary 1st.This day is traditionally a religious feast, but sin ce the 1900s has ce the 1900s has 
become an occasion for celebration, the night of December 31st bbecome an occasion for celebration, the night of December 31st b eing called New eing called New 
YearYear’’s Eve. How people celebrate this day differs from country to cous Eve. How people celebrate this day differs from country to cou ntry and from ntry and from 
region to region but it usually involves fireworks, joy and  charegion to region but it usually involves fireworks, joy and  cha mpagne. In Greece mpagne. In Greece 
for example, the celebration of the new year is the oldest of alfor example, the celebration of the new year is the oldest of al l holidays being l holidays being 
observed first in ancient Babylon, about 4000 years ago. Greeks observed first in ancient Babylon, about 4000 years ago. Greeks and Romanians and Romanians 
have similar traditions for New Yearhave similar traditions for New Year’’s Day: they greet each other with s Day: they greet each other with ““Happy New Happy New 
Year!Year!”” for at least the first couple of weeks as the new year gets undfor at least the first couple of weeks as the new year gets under way. They er way. They 
also write resolutions, which they hope to fulfill in the comingalso write resolutions, which they hope to fulfill in the coming year and prepare year and prepare 
traditional foods and sweets which are shared with guests. In Rotraditional foods and sweets which are shared with guests. In Romania children mania children 
traditionally visit the homes of family members, friends and traditionally visit the homes of family members, friends and neighboursneighbours singing singing 
the the ““PlugusoruPlugusoru’“’“. In Turkey, people enjoy January 1. In Turkey, people enjoy January 1stst by relaxing, because itby relaxing, because it’’s a s a 
public holiday.public holiday.

All around the world, New YearAll around the world, New Year’’s Day means leaving the past year behind and s Day means leaving the past year behind and 
getting ready for the new one.getting ready for the new one.””

AlinAlin MnertanMnertan (17 (17 aniani))



••““ All Saints' Day/Day of the DeadAll Saints' Day/Day of the Dead
((November 1November 1stst ) and ) and All Souls' DayAll Souls' Day
((November 2November 2nd)nd)

•• Remembrance DayRemembrance Day ((November 11November 11th)th) and and 
EasterEaster

•• Flag DayFlag Day and and LabourLabour Day/May DaDay/May Day y -- May May 
11stst

•• Mothers' Day and  International Women's Mothers' Day and  International Women's 
DayDay -- March 8March 8thth

•• April Fools DayApril Fools Day ((April 1April 1st)st) and and Fathers' DayFathers' Day
andand

•• Valentine's DayValentine's Day ((February 14February 14thth)) and and 
HalloweenHalloween -- October 31October 31stst

•• Shrove TuesdayShrove Tuesday (the day before (the day before Ash Ash 
WednesdayWednesday) and ) and New Year's DayNew Year's Day ((January January 
11stst))

are commemorative days used by various are commemorative days used by various 
governments, groups and organizations to governments, groups and organizations to 
raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a 
group or event, or celebrate something.group or event, or celebrate something.””

““In modern times, the seasons now melt In modern times, the seasons now melt 
into one another but people still need to be into one another but people still need to be 
in touch with the rhythm of life and in touch with the rhythm of life and 
experience the changes in the cycle of the experience the changes in the cycle of the 
year.year. Nothing is more satisfying than Nothing is more satisfying than 
following the paths of our forefathers, following the paths of our forefathers, 
continuing the traditions handed on to continuing the traditions handed on to 
us.us.””

““Many days are marked to celebrate Many days are marked to celebrate 
events or people, but are not strictly events or people, but are not strictly 
holidays as time off school/work is rarely holidays as time off school/work is rarely 
given (unfortunately!!!!).given (unfortunately!!!!).

•• Valentine's DayValentine's Day

•• International Women's DayInternational Women's Day

•• MothersMothers’’ Day Day Mother's DayMother's Day

•• LabourLabour Day, Worker's Day or May DayDay, Worker's Day or May Day

•• HalloweenHalloween..””



““Feast Days, or Holy Days, are days which are celebrated in Feast Days, or Holy Days, are days which are celebrated in 
commemoration of the sacred mysteries and events recorded in thecommemoration of the sacred mysteries and events recorded in the history history 
of our of our redemptionredemption, in memory of the Virgin Mother of , in memory of the Virgin Mother of ChristChrist, or of His , or of His 
apostlesapostles, , martyrsmartyrs, and , and saintssaints, by special services and rest from work. A , by special services and rest from work. A 
feast not only commemorates an event or feast not only commemorates an event or personperson, but also serves to excite , but also serves to excite 
the spiritual life by reminding us of the event it commemorates.the spiritual life by reminding us of the event it commemorates. At certain At certain 
hours hours Jesus ChristJesus Christ invites us to His vineyard. He is born in our hearts at invites us to His vineyard. He is born in our hearts at 
ChristmasChristmas; on ; on Good FridayGood Friday we nail ourselves to the cross with Him; at we nail ourselves to the cross with Him; at 
EasterEaster we rise from the we rise from the tombtomb of of sinsin; and at Pentecost we receive the gifts of ; and at Pentecost we receive the gifts of 
the the Holy GhostHoly Ghost. Every religion has its feasts, but none has such a rich and . Every religion has its feasts, but none has such a rich and 
judiciously constructed system of festive seasons as the judiciously constructed system of festive seasons as the ChurchChurch. The . The 
succession of these seasons form the succession of these seasons form the ecclesiasticalecclesiastical year, in which the feasts year, in which the feasts 
of of Our LordOur Lord form the ground and framework, the feasts of the form the ground and framework, the feasts of the Blessed Blessed 
VirginVirgin and the Saints the ornamental tracery.and the Saints the ornamental tracery.””



““Festivals are important because Festivals are important because 
they are the stream of social life they are the stream of social life 
which flows through the hearts which flows through the hearts 
of people making them of people making them 
remember they are the most remember they are the most 
important part of the society important part of the society 
they live in. The societies need they live in. The societies need 
the festivals to feel that they the festivals to feel that they 
share their joy and sorrow . share their joy and sorrow . 
Festivals are the hidden and Festivals are the hidden and 
strong ties which help people strong ties which help people 
move together as a nation and move together as a nation and 
carry all the traditions or carry all the traditions or 
customs from past towardscustoms from past towards
future. As everybody knows  future. As everybody knows  
that the festivals are the easiest that the festivals are the easiest 
way of connecting people from way of connecting people from 
all over the world.all over the world.””

TURKISH TEAMTURKISH TEAM



““In general, most of the festivals are similar to each other. In general, most of the festivals are similar to each other. 
For example, we celebrate For example, we celebrate ““victory dayvictory day”” on 30th August. on 30th August. 
However, in Romania it is called However, in Romania it is called ““ArmyArmy”” day and in day and in 
Greece it is celebrated as Greece it is celebrated as ““Macedonian Warfare dayMacedonian Warfare day””. The . The 
names of the festivals are different but the celebration names of the festivals are different but the celebration 
ways are more or less similar to each other. Especially the  ways are more or less similar to each other. Especially the  
public  holidays and the activities which are done on these public  holidays and the activities which are done on these 
days such as parades, ceremonies and flags are generally days such as parades, ceremonies and flags are generally 
similar to each other.similar to each other.””

KamerKamer ÖÖzgezge ERKAN (16) ERKAN (16) 
Sevim ASevim AÇÇIKGIKGÖÖZZ (17)(17)

““It is strange  for us that lady day is celebrated as a feast becIt is strange  for us that lady day is celebrated as a feast because ause 
in  our country we  donin  our country we  don’’t have  a feast like that. We celebrate t have  a feast like that. We celebrate 
WomenWomen’’s Day as a public festival on 8th March. That day all the s Day as a public festival on 8th March. That day all the 
women are honored for their nature of affection, protection and women are honored for their nature of affection, protection and the the 
capacity of being able to be mother for everyone.  It is also ancapacity of being able to be mother for everyone.  It is also an
international day celebrated everywhere with flowers for specialinternational day celebrated everywhere with flowers for special
women around us, so wherever you are on these days it is clear women around us, so wherever you are on these days it is clear 
that you will feel you are at home. Every country has special that you will feel you are at home. Every country has special 
days and these days are celebrated in more than one country and days and these days are celebrated in more than one country and 
they make the countries closer to eachthey make the countries closer to each other... other... ““

HalimeHalime YOLCU (17YOLCU (17))



““Christmas is an annual holiday for the other European Christmas is an annual holiday for the other European 
Countries. However,  in Turkey on the New YearCountries. However,  in Turkey on the New Year’’s Eve we s Eve we 
celebrate only the coming of New Year. Nowadays it has celebrate only the coming of New Year. Nowadays it has 
begun to be common to put a Christmas tree like other begun to be common to put a Christmas tree like other 
European countries to the corner of our living rooms. We give European countries to the corner of our living rooms. We give 
presents to each other with our best wishes for the New Year. presents to each other with our best wishes for the New Year. 
People and Romanian people do different things. For example; People and Romanian people do different things. For example; 
Turkish people play a game called Turkish people play a game called ““TombalaTombala”” but Romanian but Romanian 
peoplepeople’’s customs are the goats customs are the goat’’s game, the bears game, the bear’’s game and the s game and the 
masksmasks’’ game. Also the Romanian children sing beautiful game. Also the Romanian children sing beautiful 
songs. An interesting thing for me is that the Romanians songs. An interesting thing for me is that the Romanians 
leave the lamp on the New Yearleave the lamp on the New Year’’s night until the dawn. s night until the dawn. 
Because they want rich harvests for them in New YearBecause they want rich harvests for them in New Year’’s s 
beginning. They all make up a unique show. Turkish people beginning. They all make up a unique show. Turkish people 
cook foods and share    them with their relatives in their home.cook foods and share    them with their relatives in their home.
And they check the tickets when the lottery results explained. And they check the tickets when the lottery results explained. 
This shows that different traditions and cultures can affect This shows that different traditions and cultures can affect 
the others.  On the first day of the New Year everybody feels the others.  On the first day of the New Year everybody feels 
very happy because it is a holiday and a big opportunity to very happy because it is a holiday and a big opportunity to 
spend a whole day with our family. I think despite some spend a whole day with our family. I think despite some 
differences we can celebrate the events in the same way. Wedifferences we can celebrate the events in the same way. We’’re re 
so happy to share and learn the traditions of the others.so happy to share and learn the traditions of the others. ““

İİNCNCİİ KKÜÜPE (17)PE (17)



““In Turkey, we celebrate the youth day on 19th May. It is a very In Turkey, we celebrate the youth day on 19th May. It is a very 
special occasion for the young people. In Turkey the teenagers special occasion for the young people. In Turkey the teenagers 
perform their special shows in front of many people.  perform their special shows in front of many people.  AtatAtatüürkrk
gave this special day to all of the teenagers. Another importantgave this special day to all of the teenagers. Another important
national festival of us is the childrennational festival of us is the children’’s festival which is s festival which is 
celebrated as an international one.  On that day children do celebrated as an international one.  On that day children do 
some shows to the people. In Romania they have a children day some shows to the people. In Romania they have a children day 
when they organize some special events for the childrenwhen they organize some special events for the children””..

SerkanSerkan ELGELGÜÜN (18)N (18)

““In Greece there is a festival called In Greece there is a festival called ‘‘TsiknopemptiTsiknopempti’’ for eating for eating 
and sharing meat. In our  country we have a fourand sharing meat. In our  country we have a four--day sacrifice day sacrifice 
festival when we eat and share our meat with the others  is a bifestival when we eat and share our meat with the others  is a bit t 
similar to their festival. In our country we give  sweets  to similar to their festival. In our country we give  sweets  to 
children visiting us at Ramadan festival. The festival called children visiting us at Ramadan festival. The festival called 
‘‘ApokriesApokries’’ is similar to our fast   season .They donis similar to our fast   season .They don’’t eat meat, t eat meat, 
but we eat nothing   during a day for 30 days. In our country but we eat nothing   during a day for 30 days. In our country 
the people donthe people don’’t marry between two feasts. Likewise  they dont marry between two feasts. Likewise  they don’’t t 
marry during marry during ApokriesApokries. It. It’’s similar to our fast season. They s similar to our fast season. They 
dondon’’t eat animal  products for 40 dayst eat animal  products for 40 days””. . 

HalimeHalime YOLCU (17)YOLCU (17)



““Easter is the most common festival in Easter is the most common festival in 
the all  other countries. We know the all  other countries. We know 
Easter but we donEaster but we don’’t celebrate it as a t celebrate it as a 
feast. Only one thing is familiar to us feast. Only one thing is familiar to us 
about  this feast we about  this feast we colourcolour the eggs  as the eggs  as 
you but not at Easter  at you but not at Easter  at HHııddıırellezrellez, , 
another festival day for us. Like your another festival day for us. Like your 
mothers, in our country women mothers, in our country women 
prepare special desserts and foods for prepare special desserts and foods for 
the festivals. the festivals. ““BaklavaBaklava”” is the most is the most 
common and delicious dessert for common and delicious dessert for 
Ramadan festival. .In Greece, they Ramadan festival. .In Greece, they 
have a feast on 26th October which is have a feast on 26th October which is 
called as called as ““Saint Saint DemetriosDemetrios””. Our . Our 
religions are different but as you see religions are different but as you see 
people have some special religious people have some special religious 
festivals to show their respectfestivals to show their respect and loves and loves 
to God and each other.to God and each other.””

PelinPelin YILDIRIM (17) &    YILDIRIM (17) &    HalimeHalime YOLCU (17)YOLCU (17)



““The The Sacrifice(KurbanSacrifice(Kurban) ) BairamBairam and the Ramadan and the Ramadan BairamBairam are our religious are our religious bairamsbairams. The . The 
Sacrifice Sacrifice BairamBairam is celebrated on December 20is celebrated on December 20--2121--2222--23. In this day, people slaughter goats, 23. In this day, people slaughter goats, 
sheep, calves for God and everybody visits one another, eats measheep, calves for God and everybody visits one another, eats meals. Adults give money to ls. Adults give money to 
children. Everyone is happy and together. I think this is the mochildren. Everyone is happy and together. I think this is the most beautiful part of this st beautiful part of this 
festival. The Ramadan festival. The Ramadan BairamBairam is  celebrated on October 12is  celebrated on October 12--1313--14.In this day, everybody 14.In this day, everybody 
visits one another, eats meals together and adults give money tovisits one another, eats meals together and adults give money to children, too. I really like children, too. I really like 
our religious our religious bairamsbairams, because these days  symbolize    peace, friendship and our bel, because these days  symbolize    peace, friendship and our belief to ief to 
God. But the other countriesGod. But the other countries’’ religious days are more different than ours. For example; Holy religious days are more different than ours. For example; Holy 
Annunciation. According to ChristianAnnunciation. According to Christian’’s belief, the Annunciation is the revelation to Mary, s belief, the Annunciation is the revelation to Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, by the archangel Gabriel that she would conthe mother of Jesus, by the archangel Gabriel that she would conceive a child born as the son ceive a child born as the son 
of God. The Christian churches celebrate this with the feast of of God. The Christian churches celebrate this with the feast of Annunciation on March 25th Annunciation on March 25th 
.This holiday that falls close to the  spring equinox when the s.This holiday that falls close to the  spring equinox when the shallows return and the cuckoos hallows return and the cuckoos 
start singing is also known under the name of start singing is also known under the name of ““cuckoo daycuckoo day””. The peasants perform a lot of . The peasants perform a lot of 
purification rituals around their houses;  the snakes and the capurification rituals around their houses;  the snakes and the caterpillars are chased away, the terpillars are chased away, the 
houses, the people, the animals and the gardens are smoked with houses, the people, the animals and the gardens are smoked with incense. It is also incense. It is also 
customary to eat fish on this day. Finally, we can understand evcustomary to eat fish on this day. Finally, we can understand every countriesery countries’’ religious religious 
days have different special features, because of different beliedays have different special features, because of different beliefs . But, in my opinion, the fs . But, in my opinion, the 
most important thing is being together on special days... most important thing is being together on special days... ““

HazalHazal EEŞİŞİYOK (16)YOK (16)



““In fact, all the religious holidays are akin to each other but oIn fact, all the religious holidays are akin to each other but only our nly our 
religious holidays make difference. The other countries have manreligious holidays make difference. The other countries have many more y more 
religious holidays than us. When they celebrate such days, they religious holidays than us. When they celebrate such days, they think it think it 
will bring luck to them. We can understand the religious festivawill bring luck to them. We can understand the religious festivals are the ls are the 
most important occasions in their life. We have two very importamost important occasions in their life. We have two very important feasts nt feasts 
as well, but   we donas well, but   we don’’t believe that such religious holidays will bring luck t believe that such religious holidays will bring luck 
to us. On such festivals people really enjoy visiting their relato us. On such festivals people really enjoy visiting their relatives and tives and 
friends. We celebrate them just as a part of our religious beliefriends. We celebrate them just as a part of our religious belief.f.””

MeriMeriçç ATAATAÇÇ (18)   &    Emre YILDIZLAR (18)(18)   &    Emre YILDIZLAR (18)



‘‘In my country, there is one festival in October. ItIn my country, there is one festival in October. It’’s s Republic DayRepublic Day. . 
AtatAtatüürkrk is the most important person of this day we remember is the most important person of this day we remember 
because he founded the Turkish Republic on 29th October in because he founded the Turkish Republic on 29th October in 
1923. In this month, in  Greece, there is Flag day. And in 1923. In this month, in  Greece, there is Flag day. And in 
Romania, there is Army day. There is also one different Romania, there is Army day. There is also one different 
celebration in Italy. Itcelebration in Italy. It’’s called s called ““Halloween Halloween ““. It. It’’s celebrated on the s celebrated on the 
night of October 31st and especially celebrated by children and night of October 31st and especially celebrated by children and 
teenagers. In Halloween some children knock  at the peopleteenagers. In Halloween some children knock  at the people’’s doors s doors 
and want some sweets, fruit or other gifts. They call this as and want some sweets, fruit or other gifts. They call this as ““trick trick 
or treatingor treating““. In my country, there isn. In my country, there isn’’t Halloween, but I wish we t Halloween, but I wish we 
had such a celebration just  like this.had such a celebration just  like this.””

MenekMenekşşee BBüüşşrara İİNANNANÖÖZ (16)Z (16)

““In all countries except Turkey people celebrate the resurrectionIn all countries except Turkey people celebrate the resurrection of of 
Jesus   in April. ItJesus   in April. It’’s related to Christian religion. In Italy they go to s related to Christian religion. In Italy they go to 
church and break eggs. The children visit their neighbors, collechurch and break eggs. The children visit their neighbors, collect eggs ct eggs 
and wish everybody   and wish everybody   ““Happy EasterHappy Easter””. I am sure it is a good way to . I am sure it is a good way to 
exchange good wishes and join in the fun. Similarly, in Turkey wexchange good wishes and join in the fun. Similarly, in Turkey we e 
wish a good life for each other on our religious festivals.wish a good life for each other on our religious festivals. ““

GGüülfemlfem TOY (17)TOY (17)



""The first of AprilThe first of April
is the day we remember is the day we remember 
what we are the other 364 what we are the other 364 
days of the yeardays of the year..““

(Mark Twain)(Mark Twain)

Unlike most of the other nonUnlike most of the other non--foolish holidays, the history of April Fool's foolish holidays, the history of April Fool's 
Day, sometimes called All Fool's Day, is not totally clear. TherDay, sometimes called All Fool's Day, is not totally clear. There really e really 
wasn't a "first April Fool's Day" that can be pinpointed on the wasn't a "first April Fool's Day" that can be pinpointed on the calendar. calendar. 
Some believe it sort of evolved simultaneously in several culturSome believe it sort of evolved simultaneously in several cultures at the es at the 
same time, from celebrations involving the first day of spring.same time, from celebrations involving the first day of spring.



Christmas is a joyful religious holiday when Christians Christmas is a joyful religious holiday when Christians 
celebrate the birth of  Jesus Christ. The Christmas story celebrate the birth of  Jesus Christ. The Christmas story 
comes from the Bible. comes from the Bible. 

To people all over Europe, Christmas is a holiday of giving To people all over Europe, Christmas is a holiday of giving 
and receiving presents. In some European countries, Saint and receiving presents. In some European countries, Saint 
Nicholas and Father Christmas come into houses in the Nicholas and Father Christmas come into houses in the 
night and leaves gifts for the children. night and leaves gifts for the children. 

Saint Nicholas, and Father Christmas are spirits of giving. Saint Nicholas, and Father Christmas are spirits of giving. 
Christmas has been associated with gift giving since the Christmas has been associated with gift giving since the 
Wise Men brought gifts to welcome the newborn Jesus Christ.Wise Men brought gifts to welcome the newborn Jesus Christ.



Though women account for one half of the world's Though women account for one half of the world's 
population, they still do not receive the same treatment as population, they still do not receive the same treatment as 
men. With the rise of the women's rights movement and men. With the rise of the women's rights movement and 
feminist awareness, this inequality has been reduced but feminist awareness, this inequality has been reduced but 
by no means eliminated.by no means eliminated.

International Women's Day has been observed since in the International Women's Day has been observed since in the 
early 1900's, a time of great expansion and turbulence in early 1900's, a time of great expansion and turbulence in 
the industrialized world that saw booming population the industrialized world that saw booming population 
growth and the rise of radical ideologies. growth and the rise of radical ideologies. 

In some countries IWD has the equivalent status of Mother's In some countries IWD has the equivalent status of Mother's 
Day where children give small presents to their mothers and Day where children give small presents to their mothers and 
grandmothers. grandmothers. 

It is the one day out of the year when children, young and It is the one day out of the year when children, young and 
old, try to show in a tangible way how much they appreciate old, try to show in a tangible way how much they appreciate 
their mothers. their mothers. 

Make everyday International Women's Day!Make everyday International Women's Day!



The National Day is a designated date on which celebrations The National Day is a designated date on which celebrations 
mark the mark the nationhoodnationhood of a of a countrycountry. The National Day is . The National Day is 
often taken as the date on which a state achieved often taken as the date on which a state achieved 
independenceindependence. Other dates such as the country's . Other dates such as the country's patron saintpatron saint
day, or a significant historic date are sometimes used. The day, or a significant historic date are sometimes used. The 
importance attached to the National Day, and the degree to importance attached to the National Day, and the degree to 
which it which it isis celebrated, vary enormously from country to celebrated, vary enormously from country to 
country. Most countries have a fixed date National Daycountry. Most countries have a fixed date National Day:

2525thth MarchMarch 1212thth JuneJune 11stst DecemberDecember2929thth OctoberOctober
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